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ixed bill 


While campaigners have wel- 
omed government concessions 
in the Draft Disability 
Jiscrimination Bill, they say 
evised plans have failed to 
|ddress some of the greatest 
auses of social exclusion. 
| Key recommendations of a 
arliamentary committee, set 
Jip to scrutinise the bill, were 
lhrown out, it was revealed last 
leek. These included the 
Hlemand that landlords be pre- 
ented from blocking adapta- 
lions to homes. 
| Bert Massie, chair of the 
Disability Rights Commission 
IDRC), warned that 17,000 dis- 
[bled people would continue to 
luffer “incalculable” anxiety 
nd hardship because they 
jould not make essential 
yaanges to their homes. 
} He added: “We hope that 
urther progress will be made 
m this point as the bill pro- 
leeds through parliament.” 
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scheme will be extended to 
badge holders from Europe, 
but no deadline is set for acces- 
sible rail travel. 

A proposal for the act to 
cater for people with social and 
communication impairments 
was also ignored. 

However, the government 
did agree to scrap the require- 
ment that mental health condi- 
tions covered must be “clinical- 
ly well recognised”. 

The DRC said the change 
marked a “major victory”, but 
campaigners were disappointed 
that the extended Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) will 
only protect people with men- 
tal health conditions that have 
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lasted more than six months. 

Mental health charity Maca 
said: “People experiencing sep- 
arate periods of depression 
totalling six months over a two- 
year period will not be consid- 
ered to have a long-term 
impairment. Even relatively 
short periods of depression can 
result in serious long-term stig- 
ma and discrimination.” 

The government has said the 
revised DDA will cover guests of 
private clubs, disabled council- 
lors and people with progressive 
conditions such as HIV from the 
point of diagnosis. 

It also took up the majority 
of other proposals, including 
putting a duty on public bodies 
to promote equality of oppor- 
tunity for disabled people. 

Announcing the changes, 
Work and Pensions Secretary 
Andrew Smith (above left) said 
the government was on course to 
meet its commitment to bring in 
the bill during this parliament. 
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Signing sweet nothings: Kevin Buckle and Donna Mullings look for 
love at the first London deaf speed-dating event, which was open to 
anyone fluent in British Sign Language. Eleven people attended the 
evening that was run by PassionFlirt in association with the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf People. PassionFlirt hopes to run more 
events. For information email: alan@passionflirt.co.uk 


Arthritis Care board faces 
revolt from mem 


The future of Arthritis Care 
is in the hands of its members 
atter a group held 
the charity to task at its 
Annual General Meeting last 
month. 

The group, which is angry 
about changes being made to 
the — charity’s 
(DN July), presented a written 
demand to the Arthritis 
Care (AC) board calling for an 
Extraordinary General 
Meeting (EGM). 

It was signed by over 4,500 
members, 1,000 more than was 
needed to guarantee that the 
EGM would take place. 

Members were also angry 
that AC failed to send out its 
accounts, showing it was 
£900,000 in deficit at the end 
of 2003, 21 days before the 


rebel 


structure 


AGM as is required legally. 

The EGM will be held on 18 
August where concerns will be 
debated and AC’s accounts will 
be presented. 

In response to the members’ 
demands, AC has called 
a postal ballot on the charity’s 
future, which will be 
conducted by an independent 
scrutineer. 

Resolutions submitted by 
members are calling for the 
board to stop the restructuring 
and develop more effective 
methods of communication. 

The board will also face a 
motion of no confidence, which 
needs 75 per cent backing for it 
to be passed. 

DN reported in June that a 
vote of no confidence had been 
passed in January, but did not 


bers 


say that it was only by the 
north west area liaison com- 
mittee. 

Mo Atchia, AC’s media rela- 
tions manager, said the trustees 
had established a working 
party to discuss the restructur- 
ing and to find an acceptable 
way forward for all people 
with arthritis. 

He added: “The trustees are 

confident that the postal ballot 
will give all members the 
Opportunity to express their 
views, and to come to a deci- 
sion that is in the best interests 
of the whole charity.” 
e DN also reported in June 
that AC director of public 
affairs shared a conference 
stage David Steel, 
but mistakenly said he was the 
fomer Liberal leader. 
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On the cover: Helen Smith at the Mobility Roadshow, Donington, test drives the R1200C-T from 
Grinnall, which is half trike, half BMW. Full review and pictures on pages 20-21. Photo: Martin Jenkinson 
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Constables 
mobility 


constablesmobility.com 


We believe our customers should get the same service or better than any other car-buyer. 
That means we will drive a demonstrator car to your home. We will take another car in 
part-exchange and organise after sales servicing and repairs. We are a Premier Motability Partner and all Motability 
paperwork is taken care-of, we will even buy-back the car if you no longer need a converted vehicle. 


Imagine if all car dealerships refused to take your money until they’d seen you at home 
and made sure that their vehicle would meet all your requirements? 


What a breath of fresh air... 


Call 01323 76 75 74 for a comprehensive guide to buying a vehicle converted 
for wheelchair access and the range of vehicles available for both front and rear seat travel. 
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Twenty more broadcasters than 
expected are to face targets on 
subtitling and audio descrip- 
tion of their programmes, after 
media watchdog Ofcom bowed 
to pressure from campaigners. 

A revised access code, seen 
by DN as it went to press, con- 
firmed that the number of 
channels forced to meet access 
requirements would increase to 
around 70. The draft code pub- 
lished in January said only 50 
out of a possible 200 broadcast- 
ers would be included. 

But the regulator has not 
budged on its decision that 
only channels with an audience 
share of 0.05 per cent or above 
should be subject to the code. 

Calls for annual interim tar- 
gets for access over the next ten 
years were not met, but other 
targets were set, including a 
three year target to introduce 
subtitling for 35 per cent of 


70 channels face 
ubtitling targets 


programmes and a five year 
deadline by which ten per cent 
of programmes should be avail- 
able in audio description. 

Tim Suter, Ofcom partner 
for content and standards, said: 
“Campaigning groups made 
their points forcefully and we 
went back and looked at what 
they proposed and have taken 
on many of them. 

“We think audio desciption 
should be accelerated so the 
proposal we have got is ten per 
cent over five years — we have 
doubled the speed. 

“We asked whether it was 
sufficient to stick to the statu- 
tory requirement of [ten year] 
targets or whether a higher 
interim target should be issued 
to ensure broadcasters get on 
with it. 

“A lot of people said it 
wasn’t, so we have proposed to 
put interim targets in.” 


It was announced last month 
that the BBC, Channel 4 and 
[TV have decided to make 
audio description available on 
digital satellite television. 

ive channels have-been 
working with the Royal 
National Institute of the Blind 
and set-top box manufacturers 
to develop an audio description 
system, which meets the chari- 


Language 
guide gets 
into difficulty 


encap has published a jour- 
alists’ guide on language that 
should be used in articles on 
“people with a learning disabili- 
ty”, but terms used in the book- 
et have concerned campaigners. 

People First national manag- 
er Raymond Johnson told DN 
chat the guide should not use 
che term “learning disability” 
gut should adopt “learning dif- 
‘iculty”. 

Mencap justifies its use in 
the guide by saying “difficulty” 
s too broad, covering dyslexia 
‘or example. A spokeswoman 
idded some people with 
‘learning disabilities”, includ- 
ng managers at Mencap, think 
the term “difficulty” downplays 
heir “disability”, which affects 
ul aspects of their lives. 

Mr Johnson responded: 
‘Learning difficulty sounds 
nore positive and gets across 
che idea that learning difficul- 
‘les are relative.” 


Audio description boost 


ty’s specifications. 

But some satellite viewers 
will not be able to receive the 
service with their current 
decoders, so the broadcasters 
will provide a more basic audio 
description service until the 
new boxes become available. 

Bob Niven, of the Disability 
Rights Commission, hailed the 
move as “a great step forward”. 


for a hoist. 


infection. 
e Save money - 
inexpensive. 


PREVENT FREQUENT FALLS 
‘Sleep Low’ means you can... 


The chair of the Disability 
Rights Commission has chal- 
lenged DN to consider 
whether it should become 
more independent. 

During DN’s 20th anniver- 
sary celebrations last month 
at the House of Lords, Bert 
Massie (right) praised DN for 
writing for all disabled people 
rather than serving the inter- 
ests of a particular charity. 

While DN is published by 
Scope, Mr Massie said: “It’s 
not the mouthpiece of Scope. 
And it needs to preserve that. 
If it ever becomes a mouth- 
piece of Scope it will become 
like every other disability 
magazine, so it’s got to stay 
independent.” 

Hesaddeds:“lfat stays in 
Scope, does it need to rethink 
again? And become more 
mainstream, 


even within 


Scope? These, I think, are the 
challenges DN has to face.” 


e Nurse at floor level - ample clearance 


e Maintain dignity - especially 
in the eyes of relatives. 

e Keep bedding off the 
floor - reduce risk of 


Genie Care 
safety and care in bed 
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Massie toasts 20 years 
of an independent DN 


Tony Manwaring, chief 
Executive Of eScOpe. also 
believed there was a challenge 
for DN. 

He talked of Scope’s “time 
to get equal” campaign, which 
aims to achieve equality for 
disabled people in the UK. 

He asked: “As Scope reposi- 
tions and becomes bigger, how 


DN online Is 


As part of its 20th anniversary 
celebrations, DN has 
relaunched its website. 

The new site, which is fully 
accessible and has been tested 
by different disabled peoples’ 
groups, contains more than 
5,000 pages in what is believed 
to be the biggest single disabili- 
ty news archive on the web. 


News 3 


does DN act as a communica- 
tions vehicle, reaching out to 
the 10 million disabled 
people we hear about, and not 
lose its radical voice, its cam- 
paigning voice? 

“We must look forward to 
the next 20 years, wherever 
that may take us.” 

e See also pages 22-23 


relaunched 


An all-new community 
forum area allows visitors to get 
involved with DN’s campaigns, 
while the popular For Sale sec- 
tion is updated daily with sec- 
ond-hand disability equipment. 
Visitors who sign up for the 
free email newsletter may win a 
£4,000 scooter or a sailing trip. 
e www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


LOOK! AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY FAR 
TOO MUCH FOR A SCOOTER, 
POWERCHAIR, STAIRLIFT, 
| BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, BED 
OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a 
mobility product until 
they have read this 
remarkably revealing 
report and have 
compared prices” 


ou could end up saving 

hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of 
independent showroom based 
distributors. 


ncredibly, prices vary 

substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


Call the 24hour request line now 


on 08705 134130 


or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN804, 
Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 1BR 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. 


all now and your local 

distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 


NETWORK 
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Happy hundredth: Margie Woodward is the proud partner of the 
100th dog to be provided by the charity Canine Partners. Margie, who 
was partnered with Renée five weeks ago, said the Golden Labrador 
Retriever has settled in quickly. The two-year-old has already attend- 
ed several Scope events, where Margie works as a campaigns officer. 


Payments tax free 


Oral history of cp 
An oral history of the experi- 
ence of people with cerebral 


The Thalidomide Trust has 
welcomed the government’s 
announcement that it is to 
make all payments to people 
affected by Thalidomide tax- 
free. Dr Martin Johnson, direc- 
tor of the trust, said the deci- 
sion will mean that an extra 
£60 per week will be available 


palsy in the 20th century is 
being set up by Scope to edu- 
cate disabled and non-dis- 
abled pupils. 

The project will be funded 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
People aged over 50 will be 
interviewed. 

For more information, con- 


for Thalidomide survivors. tact alex.white@scope.org.uk 


Sentence raised! 


The government is set to intro- 
duce stiffer sentences for peo- 
ple who ill-treat or neglect 
adults with severe learning dif- 
ficulties and mental health 


problems, thanks to our Justice 
for Survivors campaign. 

The move, predicted by DN 
in May, has been included in 
the new Mental Capacity Bill 
that was published in June. 

The maximum sentence 
was increased from two to five 
years after DN raised the issue 
with Constitutional Affairs 


Organisations of disabled peo- 
ple have formed a coalition 
against the Mental Capacity 
Bill because they say the gov- 
cEnmMent anaecharitiessare 
ignoring their views. 

Disability Awareness in 
Action (DAA), People First, 
them Nationals Centremron 
Independent Living and the 
British Council of Disabled 
People formed the 
Disabled People’s Coalition to 
argue that the bill threatens 
members’ independence. 

Tara Flood, of DAA, told a 
coalition meeting that chari- 


have 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle 
Converters since 1966 


For wheelchair driver, driver transfer and 
passenger options with room for family 
and friends. Ask about our tailor-made 

Mercedes Vito, Viano and Sprinter vehicles. 


For wheelchair passengers we also 
offer the versatile Kangoo and Expert 
ranges of low floor accessible vehicles. 
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Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled ty 


For information and advice phone 


01722 336048 


website: mobilitysolutionsitd.co.uk 
email: mobilitysolutions@btinternet.com 


Mobility Solutions Ltd., Faraday Road, 
Churchfields Ind. Est. Salisbury SP2 7NR 
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Minister Lord Filkin. 

But the new offence will 
only apply to people with 
powers under the act — such as 
carers and some professionals 
— and will only protect those 
who “lack capacity”. 

Currently, the Mental 
Health Act also protects peo- 
ple with learning difficulties 
and mental health problems 
from ill-treatment and neglect, 
but only if the abuse takes 
place in a care home or hospi- 
tal. The maximum sentence is 
just two years in prison and 
the offence is rarely used. 

DN and those backing our 


New coalition to fight bill 


ties in the Making Decisions 
(MDA), which 
includes Mencap and Scope 
and has so far led the cam- 
paign, represented the “vested 
interest of carers and parents 
who this bill will protect if it 
becomes law”. 


Alliance 


However, an MDA 
spokesperson told DN it had 
been “very inclusive” in repre- 
senting views to government 
and that, with added safe- 
guards, the bill would strength- 
en the rights of incapacitated 
people by forcing doctors to 
consult carers on decisions. 


Presidency pledge 


Disability will be a major focus 
of Britain’s European Union 
presidency next year, a govern- 
ment minister has pledged. 


Andrew Smith, secretary of 


state for work and pensions, 
said a conference would be held 
to bring together disability 
groups from member states. 

At a disablism summit run 
by Scope last month, Mr Smith 
said: “lhe Departmentaer 
Work and Pensions will make 


disabled people’s rights one of 


the key themes of our presiden- 
cy of the EU next year, with a 
conference here in London ded- 


icated to making a reality of 


disability rights. 
“We hope this can be a fur- 
ther stimulus to cooperation 


EYPD projects were run ‘well 


A report on the UK govern- 
ment’s participation in the 
European Year of Disabled 
People (EYPD) has said projects 
were run “efficiently and well”. 
The independent review by 
consultants Real Choices and 
Social Inclusion praised the way 
small organisations were able to 
get grants from the £2.3m pot. 


campaign — including the char- 
ities Turning Point, Voice UK, | 
Values Into Action and i 
Mencap — will continue to call | 
for a law protecting all vulner- | 
able adults from harm. i 

We want a maximum sen- 
tence of ten years in prison, as | 
it is for those who commit | 
such crimes against children. | 

Kathryn Stone, director of | 
Voice UK, said: “We need a 
consistent approach which | 
takes the abuse of vulnerable | 
adults seriously and ensures 
that people receive sentences _ 
that reflect society’s abhor- | 
rence of that crime.” 


But Ms Flood said she was 
concerned that friends and rel- 
atives might be able to misuse | 
a clause in the bill that would | © 
allow them to make decisions 
in someone else’s best interest 


without having legal liability. 


“We have heard about deci- 
sions, from forced sterilisation 
of disabled people because 
families decide it is in their 
‘best interest’, to withdraw 
medical treatment, including 
food and drink,” she said. 

“Yet as long they can show 
it is in your best interest they 


will be free from prosecution.” | 


between disabled people’s 
organisations across the 25} 
member states of the EU.” | 

Rachel Hurst, director of 
Disability Awareness in Action, 
which campaigns on interna- 
tional disability issues, said shel 

s “delighted” and urged the’ 
government to make the con-, 
ference high profile. 

She added that it was a big, 
step forward to hear a govern- 
ment minister speak on the 
subject of “disablism”. | 

“Disablism suggests a per-. 
sonal and governmental) 
responsibility in the same way, 
that racism or sexism does. We) 
need to see the term used more | 
in policy documents and by 
ministers.” 


It also welcomed the involve- | 
ment of disabled people in set- 
ting up and managing projects | 
and the fact that almost three | 
quarters of the project leaders | 
said that they had achieved or | 
exceeded their aims. 

* European Year of Disabled} | 
People 2003: UK Evaluation, 
www.dwp.gov.uR 
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School worries 


Government education plans to 
set up more city academies will 
lead to children with autism 
and other special educational 
needs being turned away from 
schools, say campaigners. 

The intention, included in a 
new five-year plan for educa- 
tion, has concern 
because the academies will not 
have the same statutory duty to 
admit children with statements 
of special educational needs 
(SEN) as other schools. 

The National Autistic 
Society said: “Giving state- 
funded schools independent 
status removes the power of 
choice from families and trans- 


raised 


| 
\ 
1A House of Lords committee 
shas questioned the government 
over its failure to enforce rail 
Haccess regulations. 
))} The merits committee asked 
the Department for Transport 
jwhy it had allowed 50 exemp- 
Muons to the Rail Vehicle Access- 
ibility Regulations (RVAR) since 
ichey were set in 1998. 

Chairman of the committee 
Mord Philip Hunt said: 
“Despite the fact that the 


fers it to city academies. 

“The alternative, and less 
well funded, schools in the area 
will have to take increasing 
numbers of children with SEN 
that the city academies have 
declined to admit, even where 
the city academy is able to 
make more appropriate provi- 
sion for that child.” 

A spokeswoman from the 
Department for Education and 
Skills said academies are legally 
required to serve local commu- 
nities, comply with SEN guid- 
ance on inclusion and consult 
on admissions. 

The comments came as a 
Commons select committee 


RVAR requirement has been in 
place for nearly six years, car- 
riages are being delivered that 
are still not fully compliant.” 

But government evidence 
said that refusing the exemp- 
tions would have “seriously 
delayed new trains in coming 
into service”. Some exemptions 
may last 15 years. 

Alistair Darling, Secretary 
for Transport, said: “It is better 
for disabled people to be able to 
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published a report finding that 
schools were not protecting 
children with SEN who did not 
have statements. 

The document by the educa- 
tion and skills committee said: 
“It is apparent from the evidence 
we have received that unless 
compelled to do so, admissions 
authorities [schools] cannot be 
relied upon to voluntarily priori- 
tise the needs of these particular- 
ly vulnerable children.” 

Committee member Paul 
Holmes added: “The govern- 
ment’s plan to give schools 
more freedom over admissions 
is likely to increase the problem 
even more.” 


‘Formula One failure 


An avid racing fan was disap- 
pointed last month when a 
Formula One event in central 
London failed to cater for his 
access needs. 

Wheelchair user Patrick 
Barrett was told by event mar- 
shalls that there were no facili- 
ties for disabled people. He said: 
“Some people pushed me to the 
front, but my viewing area was 
about ten inches wide... I did 
not feel safe and I had no option 
but to give up and go away.” 

The Regent Street 
Association, which led the 
event, apologised, adding: 
“There was an area dedicated 
to those in wheelchairs situated 
Elese towtherstarting wrid,.. 
Unfortunately the stewards had 
not been briefed properly, and 
we totally regret the situation.” 


Rail access failings probed 


use new trains with minor non- 
compliances than prolong the 
life of old inaccessible stock.” 
Meanwhile, the Rail 
Passengers Council has produced 
tactile maps and a web based 
guide* of Euston and Paddington 
stations to make them easier for 
visually impaired people to navi- 
gate. It is hoped the rail industry 
will fund similar guides to all 
major UK stations. 
* www.describe-online.com 


New and Used Cars, MPVs and Minibuses 
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Doctor of sport: Tanni Grey-Thompson received an honorary 
degree in July from Heriot Watt University in Edinburgh because of 
her sporting achievements and work with young people. After col- 
lecting her degree from Kathy Paterson, registrar of Heriot Watt 
University in Edinburgh and Lord MacKay, the chancellor, Tanni 
said: “As an athlete it is special because it shows that an area out- 
side sport thinks I’ve achieved something.” 


Thousands may benefit 
after teacher's court win 


A landmark court case involv- 
ing a teacher with sight loss 
could lead to “thousands” of 
disabled people claiming con- 
structive dismissal, according 
to the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC). 

Gaynor Meikle, 57, was 
forced to resign because Gedling 
School in Nottingham refused 
to make adjustments when she 
started to lose her sight. 

Last month, her constructive 
dismissal claim, which was 
taken under the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA), was 
upheld by the court of appeal. 

As the first successful claim 
of constructive dismissal using 
the DDA, it has set a precedent 
for future cases. 

Disabled people will now be 
able to that 
have been discriminated 
against by their employer after 


claim they 


they have resigned. 


Uk 
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The case also sets a prece- 
dent that employers have to pay 
full sick pay under the DDA if 
the person is unable to work 
because adjustments have not 
been made. 

Bert Massie, DRC chair, 
said: “This is a very important 
judgement and strengthens the 
rights of disabled people to stay 
in work. The biggest problem 
disabled people face is the fail- 
ure of employers to make cru- 
cial adjustments.” 

In another case, the House 
of Lords has ruled that employ- 
ers must consider transferring a 
disabled person to another 
post if they become unable to 
do their job because of their 
disability. 

The ruling came after Susan 
Archibald, 38, a roadsweeper 
from Fife, was dismissed by the 
local council when she became 
mobility impaired. 
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Ryanair challenged 
over ‘outrageous 
compensation policy 


A disabled woman who was 
forced to “waive” her rights to 
compensation if her wheelchair 
was damaged during a flight 
has said she intends to take the 
airline to an equality tribunal. 

DN reader Janet Price, from 
Liverpool, said Ryanair forced 
her to give up her rights, which 
are guaranteed under the inter- 
national trade agreement the 
Warsaw Convention, before she 
was allowed to board a Dublin 
to Liverpool flight last month. 

Mrs Price said she was made 
to sign the waiver and was told 
that all other passengers with 
“unwieldy luggage” also had to 
do so. 

“T said it was as though they 
were putting my legs in the 
hold for the journey and asking 
me to sign to say they had no 
responsibility for them. I got 
upset as they clearly had no 
comprehension of the impor- 
tance of my wheelchair. 


“It’s totally outrageous and 
I’m really angry. We are just not 
treated as human beings. I am 
willing to take it further,” she 
added. 

A Ryanair spokeswoman 
said: “The policy is standard 
for a wheelchair or a buggy and 
any large fragile item.” 

Because Ryanair is based in 
Ireland it is not covered by the 
UK code of practice for air 
travel that aims to stop discrim- 
inatory practice. 

But a spokeswoman for 
Disability Legal Resources, the 
Irish equivalent of the Disability 
Rights Commission, said the 
incident could be pursued under 
the 2000 Equal Status Act. 

She said: “It should be chal- 
lenged. I think it’s definitely 
worth making a case, especially 
as it doesn’t cost anything. 
Equality tribunals are a very 
simple process with no lawyers 
or courts involved.” 


Paralympic athletes say they are 
being treated like “second class 
citizens” because sponsor 
Adidas has refused to pay for 
their clothing and there are no 
plans to officially launch the kit 
to be used in September. 

While the British Olympic 
Association (BOA) has been 
given the 2004 kit free of 
charge, the British Paralympic 
Association (BPA) has had to 
buy outfits. 

An Adidas spokeswoman 
would not comment on the 
“different deals”. 

Although the BPA has 
been offered a “heavily dis- 
counted rate” for clothing, it 
cannot afford to pay for 
footwear for the athletes, who 
must now take their own train- 
ers to Athens. 

A BPA spokeswoman said: 
“With the budget we had we 
thought it would be better to 
concentrate on other items.” 

She added that Adidas was a 
long-standing supporter and 
the BPA was content with the 
agreement. 

But equestrian Nicola 
Tustain said they had “lots of 
free kit” at the Sydney 2000 


MEMBER OF THE DISABILITY 
INDEPENDENT ADVISORY GROUP 


Based in London 


Kitted out: Non disabled athletes 
show off their free Adidas kits at a 
glossy press launch in June 


games, adding that this year’s 
agreement was “disappointing”. 

“We work just as hard as the 
Olympians and actually bring 
in more medals,” she added. 

Weightlifter Anthony Peddle 
said the deal was “discrimina- 
tory”. 

“The BOA gets lots of sup- 
port already while we have to 
scrimp and save. It should 
be the same for both as we 


We are recruiting disabled people to become independent advisors to the Met on community police issues. 


The Disability Independent Advisory Group (IAG) will work with our Strategic Disability Team, attending meetings on a regular basis to provide 


advice at a strategic level. 


As a Member of the Disability IAG you will be helping us to improve our service for disabled people. You may be involved in reviewing and improving 
the investigation and prevention of disability hate crime; advising on how to create a disability aware police service; and assisting in critical incidents. 


You could be advising on external and statutory matters impacting on disabled people. 


You will bring your own experience and knowledge to the group and will work constructively as part of the team. As a group you will need to 


prioritise issues that need to be dealt with. 


This is your chance to make a positive contribution to the disabled community in the context of policing. It is a unique opportunity to ensure that 
the needs of disabled people are addressed and that liaison and trust continues to be built between the police and disabled people in London. 


Membership of the Disability IAG is on a voluntary basis. 


To request an application pack, please contact us: Tel: 020 7230 2576. Fax: 020 7230 2392. Textphone: 18001 020 7230 2140. ! 
f 


Email: disability@ met.police.uk 


Closing date: 31 August 2004. 


Application packs are available in other formats on request. 


The Metropolitan Police Service is an equal opportunities employer. 


www.met.police.uk 


METROPOLITAN 
POLICE 


Nothing to wear: No Paralympic kit 
had been unveiled as DN went to 
press — and there will be no launch 


are all athletes.” 

While the Olympic kit was 
launched at a high profile event 
in June, there is no plana 
launch for the Paralympic ath- 
letes’ clothing, which differs in 
terms of logo. 

Table tennis player Sue 
Gilroy said: “If you are disablec 
you get used to pone treated as 
second-class citizens.’ 
e Nicola Tustain profile, page 16 
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Abortion law 
review Call 


DN EXCLUSIVE BY NUALA CALVI 


The chair of a parliamentary 
select committee has demanded 
a review of the law that allows 
‘abortions of disabled foetuses 
to take place up to the full term 


of pregnancy. 
The call came from Dr Ian 
Gibson, who leads the 


Commons science and technol- 
ogy committee, after abortion 
Jaw founder Lord David Steel 
‘said the deadline for general 
abortions should be cut from 24 
‘to 12 weeks because of techno- 
logical advances in spotting 
‘complications and keeping 
babies alive. 

Dr Gibson has tabled an 
early day motion asking for a 
review of the 24-week limit and 
he told DN it should also 
examine whether abortions of 
“seriously handicapped” foe- 


Computer ‘widget 
could revolutionise 
accessible housing 


New computer software could 
save local authorities millions 
of pounds in housing costs for 
disabled people, a conference 
has heard. 

The HoDis Access Widget 
(HAW) was designed to run 
disabled people’s housing regis- 
ters to match people with 
accessible housing. 

Virginia Shaw, director of 
HoDis, the National Disabled 
Persons Housing Service, 
told her organisation’s confer- 
ence in York: “It has the poten- 
tial to save millions of pounds 
nationwide.” 

But she stressed: “I am not 
keen on saving millions of 
pounds for the government if it 
doesn’t go back into disability 
housing.” 

The “widget”, developed 


with the Elderly 
Accommodation Council, 
should be available this 
autumn”. 


Atis Krumins, of Bradford’s 
Disabled Persons Housing 
Service, told the meeting 
that running a_ housing 
Beeister** for disabled 
people had saved his organisa- 
tion £850,000 in two years 
and that it had helped patients 
move out of hospital beds 
faster. 

* info@hodis.org.uk 
“www.bradfordbomehunter.co.uk 


tuses should be restricted to the 
same new deadline. 

He said the law allowing full 
term abortions, set in the 1990 
human fertilisation and embry- 
ology act, should be re-exam- 
ined. “I want to do away with it 
and it is something we would 
discuss, whether it needs modi- 
fication,” he said. “The ques- 
tion is, what does serious hand- 
icap really mean?” 

His views have been backed 
by fellow committee member 


M&S praised for work 


Bob Spink, who said: “We need 
to look at the definition of 
what constitutes a medical rea- 
son for an abortion — I’d argue 
handicapped isn’t.” 

Campaigners have been con- 
cerned for some time that late 
abortions have been carried out 
on foetuses because of cleft lip 
or palettes or other congenital 
abnormalities. 

But doctors say such abnor- 
malities can be a sign of more 
serious problems, which would 
lead to the baby being still- 
born or dying soon after birth. 

Disabled MP Ann Begg (left) 
said the law should be looked at 
again in light of changes in atti- 
tudes towards disabled people, 
but warned: “There are occa- 
sions where the foetus is not 
going to survive and it would be 
inhumane to make the woman 
carry it to full term.” 


placement scheme 


Marks and Spencer and BSkyB 
came out on top for disability 
awareness at the 2004 Business 
in the Community Awards for 
Excellence. 

Marks and Spencer was 
named company of the year 
and won the impact on society 
award for a large company. It 
received particular praise for its 
Marks and Start work experi- 
ence scheme, which offers four- 
week work placements to dis- 
abled people. The scheme is 
being run in partnership with 
the website Disabled Go. 

BSkyB came first in the 
UnumProvident realising ability 
award for its disability strategy, 


RY 
Stuart Rose, chief executive of 
M&S, with Prince Charles 


which ensures disability aware- 
ness is embedded in core busi- 
ness areas and has seen 2,500 
employees take part in a dis- 
ability education programme. 

e For more information about 
Me@S work experience contact 
Gina Brown on 01727 899296. 


News 7 


Farce orders from 
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A student with cerebal palsy 
has demanded an apology from 
a pub he has visited regularly 
after being refused service 
because he was on his own. 

Andrew Bogle (above), who 
studies at Coventry University, 
said a bartender he had not 
met before would not serve him 
in case he “had an accident” on 
his way home. After further 
questions he was asked: “Are 
you going to leave or do I have 
to call the police?” 

He told DN that despite 
writing to both The City Arms 
in Coventry and its owner J D 
Wetherspoon to complain sev- 
eral weeks ago he had yet to 
receive a reply. The charity 
Scope has said it is investigating 
the alleged incident and has 
contacted the Disability Rights 
Commission for advice. 

After hearing that the com- 
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mission had successfully pur- 
sued several similar cases under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA), Mr Bogle said: “All 
I want is an apology. If it is not 
forthcoming then I may consid- 
er that option.” 

A spokesman for J D 
Wetherspoon said investigations 
were continuing at a local level 
and a response would be sent 
“within a couple of weeks”. 

He said Wetherspoon staff 
were trained to be aware of the 
DDA, both in terms of access 
and communication issues. He 
added that the incident 
not reflect the general approach 
we have [to disability]”. 

But he added: “The situation 
is that we have backed the man- 
ager 100 per cent. 

“Tt’s up to him to make these 


“does 


decisions; that’s what we 
employ managers to do.” 


s sure to be a Stannah 
right for you. 


, curved or narrow staircases 


National Rail 


Britain’s train companies working together 


Get your National Rail Map for People with Mobility 
Difficulties* which has on it all the railway stations in 
Britain, showing useful information such as where you can 


get onto all platforms without having to use any steps. 
Email disability@atoc.org or write to PRM Map, Disability 
and Inclusion, 3rd floor, 40 Bernard Street, London 
WC1N BY. Don’t forget to write your name and full 
postal address so that we can send you your map. Visit 
www.nationalrail.co.uk for more information about trains. 
*Subject to availability 


New and reconditioned models 


Nationwide local branches offering 
- friendly advice and 24-hour backup 


~ e Fast, clean installation 
@ Fixed written quotations 
e Full guarantee and free first service 


CALL 0800 715 124 ExT 8368 


www.stannahstairlifts.co.uk 


it Please send me details. For my household O Fora relative O 
== Name 


= Address 


a Postcode 


Stannah 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 8368, 


FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR The world’s best-selling stairlift 
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Asda leads the bay | 5.0m: 


DN CAMPAIGN 


Supermarket chain Asda has 


won three of the four 
3aywatch 2004 awards. 
At last 


ceremony in 


month’s awards 
London the 
company was named the UK’s 
best chain and was voted as 
having the best large store, 
while one of its employees 
became Baywatch’s employee 
of the year. 

Len Lewis of Asda in 
Falmouth won employee of 
the year for his dedication to 
stopping abuse of disabled 
bays. The judges said: “He 
number of 


had a_ huge 


nominations and has even 


been known to change a 
disabled customer’s tyre.” 

Mr Lewis, who has earned 
the nickname “Jack Russell” 
for his persistence in warding 


off non-disabled motorists 


shops’ disabled parking plans too tame 


The Baywatch group has 
branded a retailers’ code of 
practice on disabled parking 
too “tame”. 

The British Retail 
Consortium’s (BRC) new code 
advises stores on the number 
and location of disabled park- 
ing spaces they should provide 
and includes measures to 


from disabled parking bays, 
said: “I just tell them they are 
abusing spaces... they are 
coming round.” 

Asda won the large store 
award for their Bishop 
Auckland supermarket and 
was praised for consulting 
with disabled people before 
designing the car park. 

The small 
went to Tesco Ledbury for its 


stores award 
regular patrols and use of its 
“name and shame” tannoy 
system. 

Mary Wilkinson, editor of 
Disability Now, “We 
hope other retailers will join 
Baywatch for the 2005 


competition and help us spread 


said: 


the message that there is no 
excuse for parking abuse.” 
The awards were supported 


by RAC. 


tacklevabuse such. as) *the 
occasional check and use of 
stickers”. 

But a Baywatch spokesman 
said such recommendations 
had been tried before with 
limited success, adding: “We 
would like to see something 
more robust, with more prac- 
tical advice.” 


N disabilitynow 


Education Supplement 


,e ptember 


2004 


“Count Us In” will be packed with features, information and 
advice to help disabled students and their families. We will 
examine the experiences of deaf children in mainstream 
schools and looking at how schools deal with children with 
behavioural problems. DN will also investigate how well 
universities are meeting with their new duties to provide 
students with auxiliary aids, and tackle the controversial 


question of how to include the performance of pupils with 

special educational needs in school league tables. Among 
other useful features, there will be a guide to help parents of 
disabled children find their way through the education maze. 


To advertise please call Richard Gresham on 020 7619 7336 
or Patrick Durham-Matthews on 020 7619 7320. 


Please book by 10 August 2004. 
For a no obligation quote fax or e-mail your advert. Fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Email: richard.gresham@scope.org.uk 
or patrick.durhammatthews@ scope.org.uk 


DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY! 
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Car stars: Asda (top) won 3 of the 4 Baywatch awards; Amber 
Bruce (above left) from Asda, Bishop Auckland picks up best 
large store prize from RAC chairman Peter Smith; best employee 
Len Lewis (above right) from Asda, Falmouth with transport 


minister Tony McNulty 


The group said the code 
should be more explicit on 
monitoring rather than simply 
telling retailers to “exercise 
their discretion in isolated 
incidents where customers use 
the parking spaces without 
displaying a blue badge”. 

Furthermore, the code says 
a blue badge is a “good crite- 


rion” of eligibility rather than 
a basic requirement. 
Meanwhile, Harry Barnes 
MP has tabled an Early Day 
Motion calling for an exten- 
sion of penalties on abuse of 
disabled bays to cover off- 
street parking including super- 
market car parks. 66 MPs had 
signed it as DN went to press. 


Theme park death 
wont change law 


The government has said it will 
not make disability training a 
legal requirement for theme 
park staff despite the death of 
a girl with Down’s syndrome 
who fell from a ride. 

Salma Saleen, 15 (right), fell 
30 feet from a ferris wheel at 
Gulliver’s World theme park in 
Warrington in July 2002. 

Salma’s sister Rabia told an 
inquest at Cheshire coroner’s 
court last month how, during 
the visit, Salma wanted to sit 
with her mother, but the ride 
attendant would not let her and 
she was made to sit alone. 

She said: “The attendant 
said ‘no, she has to sit on her 
own’. My mum doesn’t know 
much English so she said 
‘Salma handicap’ but they com- 
pletely ignored her.” 

The jury also heard how a 
safety bar fell open on the Ferris 
Wheel eight months earlier. 

According to ex-employee 


Anthony Nicolas, staff were 
given less than 20 minutes 
training before operating some 
rides. He said they were not 


given any training on dealing 
with disabled children or peo- 
ple with language difficulties. 

The court recorded an open 
verdict on the death of Salma. 

A spokesman for the Health 
and Safety Executive said it 
does not plan to change the law 
in light of this case. 

DN contacted Gulliver’s 
World but no one was available 
for comment. 
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News  |Banks bought to account over refusals 


| 

People with learning difficulties Interviews revealed that a to allow care organisations sup- _ that they just aren’t willing to.” 
revi ew are being refused bank number of banks think people porting people to live indepen- The spokeswoman also said 
accounts unnecessarily, accord- with learning difficulties are | dently and manage their affairs. banks should be more flexible 
A round-up of news in the ing to campaigners. unable to manage their own A FAIR spokeswoman said: _ on identification needed to set 
mainstream media from A survey of 50 people with money without financial “Banks are not happy about — up an account because people 
the last few weeks learning difficulties in guardianship orders, which allowing support workers to — with learning difficulties might 
é A ce 2 Edinburgh, carried out by the campaigners say are unneces- remember PIN numbers or be not have, for example, a utility 
NHS discrimination organisation Family Advice and sarily intrusive in most cases. there when the person’s signa- _ bill, driving licence or passport. 
Discrimination against dis- Information Resource (FAIR), Campaigners say the Adults __ ture is needed.” The Scottish Executive is 
abled doctors in the NHS is showed that most had met prob- —_ with Incapacity (Scotland) Act She added: “There are many reviewing implementation of 

“widespread”, a new report lems when opening an account. (IASA) 2000 should be changed = arrangements banks could use __ the IASA later this year. 


revealed. It said doctors’ 
careers were being blighted 
because not enough is done 
to tackle discrimination on 
the grounds of disability as 
well as race, sexuality and 
gender. 

The British Medical 
Association study called for 
a zero tolerance strategy on 
discrimination. 

The government said it 
would be consulting on how 
to overcome barriers to 
equality among healthcare 
cis 


Moon walk 


Chris Moon completed his 
widely-publicised charity 
walk across Britain to raise 
money for Leonard Cheshire. 

The former army officer, 
42, who lost a leg clearing 
dandmines, raised £250,000 
from the 25-day walk from 
John O’Groats to Lands End. 

The event was expected to 
raise £1m. 


Care claims fail 


Interim results on reviews of 
long-term care charges, pub- 
lished by the government, 
‘revealed it was likely that 
“most compensation claims 
have been unsuccessful. 

Of 6,713 investigations 
completed so far — 57 per cent 
of those requiring review — 
just 770 were judged to need 
reimbursement. A further 
5,011 reviews are continuing. 

Health authorities were 


told by the health services 
ombudsman last year to ees S ; ERLING 


review their charges after it 
was claimed thousands had ; C a fadoue why you Wont went testay.athon 
been overcharged. 


New autism study 

Funding for a new study into 
links between autism and 
environmental factors was 


announced by the — ae 
Department of Health and . yy “f y ie Call now for information on a Sterling scooter dealer near you quoting 
the Scottish Executive. vi ; reference DN300 


The £400,000 project will 
study data from the Children 
of the 90s project, which has 
tracked 14,000 children since Little Gem 
1991 to trace links between 
lifestyle and health. 

It will look at how diet, 
infection, immunisation and 
genetic influences can affect 
the development of autistic \ High Steet, Wollaston, West Midlands DY8 4PS 
spectrum disorders. 
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10 News 


Partnership boosts 


public services 


The Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People has called on volun- 
tary sector organisations to help 
improve public services for dis- 
abled people by working in part- 
nership with the government. 

In a review* of two projects 
involving the charity, the RNID 
describes how more people have 
been offered digital hearing aids 
after it helped the government 
agree lower prices with makers. 

Because there were then too 
few NHS staff to distribute the 
increased supply of aids, the 
RNID backed the use of the pri- 
vate sector to deliver NHS care. 

In the report RNID chair- 
man James Strachan says: “As a 
sector we need to be better at 
explaining to potential partners 


what is the added value that we 
bring. We also need to engage 
in a broader discussion about 
the influence the sector can 
have on modernising public ser- 
vices rather than simply 
becoming a contract supplier.” 

The document also shows 
how several voluntary sector 
organisations including the 
RNID have helped with the 
coordination of public services 
for young children with 
disabilities. 

In seven “key elements” for 
successful partnership, the 
RNID says clear solutions must 
be offered rather than just criti- 
cism of services. 


Adding Value to Public 
Services, www.rnid.org.uk 


Case collapse survey 
Disabled people in Darlington 
and County Durham are being 
surveyed on how courts deal 
with witnesses and victims of 
crime to discover why so many 
cases collapse through people 
being too frightened to give 
evidence. 

® To participate contact paul. 
swainston@durham.pnn.policeuk 


More epilepsy info 
Epilepsy Action is to extend its 
information services for black 
and minority ethnic people 
and those with learning diffi- 
culties using a £180,000 
national lottery grant. 

A new information officer 
will write leaflets for disability 
groups and also add to infor- 
mation in other languages, 
which are already available in 
Urdu, Punjabi and Bengali. 


Blue barge holder: Leslie Brown has been tempted to use blue paint to mark a bay on the river bank 


Asking for moor 


DN EXCLUSIVE BY IAN COOK 


A woman with multiple sclero- 
sis and balance problems hopes 
to obtain a dedicated disabled 
person’s mooring for her nar- 
row boat home. 

Leslie Brown, who moors 
her boat at Stourbridge 
Common on the river Cam, 
Cambridge, is concerned that 
there is only a limited number 
of moorings where she can 
safely transfer from the river 
bank to her boat and they are 
taken on a first come first 
served basis. 

Ms Brown, who contacted 
Cambridge City Council several 


Wheelbase length can be adapted 
to user’s needs and for increased 


stability 
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* Large wheels with coarse tyre treads 


* Various power adjustments available such as seat lift 
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The Art of Mobility 
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Unit 4, West Vale Building, Wakefield Rd, 


Brighouse HD6 1PE 


Tel: 01484 722888 Fax: 01484 723013 
sales@permobil.fsbusiness.co.uk —www.permobil.com 
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months ago asking for a moor- 
ing to be reserved for her, said 
she should have the same 
rights as other disabled resi- 
dents to access her home — even 
if it is a boat. 

The council’s head of parks 
and recreation wrote to her ear- 
lier this year saying he was tak- 
ing advice on whether it had 
powers to designate a disabled 
person’s mooring, but she has 
yet to be informed of a decision. 

Fier MP Anne 
Campbell has taken up her case 
with the council. She said: 
“There should be some guaran- 
tee in place for Leslie to moor 
her boat in a place that meets 


local 


her access requirements.” 

Ms Brown said she was 
tempted to use a tin of blue 
paint to mark out her own bay 
on the river bank. “I’m not 
looking for funds, just a guaran- 
tee or agreement that I will be 
able to moor in a spot where I 
can get off the boat with ease.” 

A spokesperson for British 
Waterways, the organisation 
responsible for maintaining 
2,000 miles of the country’s 
inland waterway network, said 
there were some disabled visi- 
tor moorings on the network 
but that she was unaware of 
spaces designated as permanent 
moorings. 


Promise of 12,000 
new jobs as charity 
celebrates 25 years 


A charity that helps disabled 
people find work has pledged 
to find at least 12,000 jobs for 
disabled people over the next 
five years. 

In a move that will double 
the number of jobs it currently 
arranges, Employment 
Opportunities intends to reach 
more disabled people by 
expanding its network of 22 
regional centres. 

In addition, the charity will 
expand its disabled graduate 
programme as, it says, less than 
half of disabled graduates go 
into a job once they have gradu- 
ated. The scheme helps disabled 
students and graduates with 
CV preparation, interview tech- 
niques, assessment centre skills 
and offers work placements. 

Employment Opportunities is 
also analysing how it can use the 
internet to reach more disabled 
people, employers and agencies. 

At a reception to mark the 


charity’s 25th anniversary, chief 
executive Karin Pappenhaim 
(above), said: “We want to pro- 
mote positive attitudes by 
encouraging best practice and 
challenging myths. Over 25 years 
we’ve seen attitudes change, but 
they need to change more.” 

She added: “In the past five 
years, we’ve helped 6,000 peo- 
ple with disabilities find jobs. 
But we want to double that 
number in the next five.” 
® www.eopps.org 


Numbers can make 
you feel anything. 


Chio and PIN makes 
you feel safe. 


It’s also designed to help more disabled people use plastic cards than ever before. 
Research shows that a large majority (86%) of disabled people are happy to use chip 
and PIN after a trial run. For some, though, we know it may be more difficult so other 
options are available. If you have concerns, call your bank who will be happy to 
discuss the best solution for you. To make it easier to remember your PIN number, you 
can change it to something memorable at a cash machine or by calling your bank. 
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12 Sport 


rench Open “More to come’ from Crates 


warning for 
man Mistry 


The British wheelchair tennis 
number one must improve on 
his French Open performance if 
he is to be in with a chance of 
winning a medal at this sum- 
mer’s Paralympic Games. 
Jayant Mistry, who had a bye 
into the second round in the 
men’s singles draw, put up a 
fight 
Jon Rydberg in a tense final set 
tie break. But he was unable to 


against American 


capitalise and went down 6-4, 
2-6, 7-6. 
Janet 


and 


Kimberly Blake, who are also in 


McMorran 


the Athens squad, fared better 
but could not get beyond the 
quarter-finals of the womens’ 


draw. 
McMorran gave third seed 
Maaike Smit of the 


Netherlands a run for her 
money in the first set but could 
not keep up the pressure and 
ase 755 Geil 

Blake had little joy against 
Jiske Griffioen, from Holland, 
losing 6-0, 6-2. 

Meanwhile, David Gardner 
has been named as a late addi- 
the 


Paralympic squad after finish- 


tion to nine-strong 
ing runner-up in the men’s dou- 
bles at the National Wheelchair 
Tennis 
Gloucester last month. 


Championships in 


PE 


S 


Britain’s 800m-hopeful Danny 
Crates (left) has broken the 
world record twice in just over 
two weeks in the run up to the 
Athens Paralympics. 

He set a time of 1:53.27 in 
the T46 amputee race at the 
AAA’s championship in 
Manchester, smashing his pre- 
vious world record of 1:54.7. 

That was set at the end of 
June, in “wet and windy condi- 
tions”, when he bettered the 
1998 record of 1:54.88. 

After his first record he said: 
“l’m very pleased. We knew I 
was capable of a fast time and I 


had put a lot of pressure on 
myself to achieve it. The bad 
weather meant that I just con- 
centrated on racing, relaxed 
and tried to win.“ 

Crates’ coach Ayo Falola 
added: “It was a horrible, 
windy night and Danny was 
cursing me for choosing this as 
his first race of the season. 

“He had not raced for five 
weeks and when he saw the 
weather he decided he was just 
going to try and win the race 
and not go for a fast time.” 

He added: “There’s definite- 


ly more to come.” 


From medals to pedals| New look for team GB 
for swimmer Sharpe 


A silver medal winning 
Paralympic swimmer is to swap 
water for land after being select- 
ed for the British cycling squad 
that will compete in Athens. 

Ian Sharpe, who is visually- 
impaired, has eight swimming 
medals but decided to try for 
cycling because he thought he 
would have a higher chance of 
winning a gold medal. 

Sharpe and his guide Paul 
Hunter will compete in the 
4km track race, the tandem 
road race and time trial. 

He said: “I’ve won five sil- 
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vers and three bronzes and | 
wasn’t interested in going again 
unless I could win gold. I decid- 
ed to focus on cycling rather 
than to swim for a bronze.” 

He added: “Paul is a fantas- 
tic partner to have and together 
we are very, very strong.” 

The other cycling pairs are 
Dan Gordon and Barney Storey 
as well as Aileen McGlynn and 
Ellen Hunder. Darren Kenny, 
who competes at his first 
Paralympic Games, and Gary 
Williams will compete in the 
solo events. 
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Penningtons have clinical negligence 


lawyers specialising in all aspects of 


cerebral palsy claims 


e free assessment of case 


Tim Palmer 
Penningtons 


da Vinci House, Basing View 
Basingstoke RG2!I 4EQ 


Tel: 01256 407100 


tim.palmer@penningtons.co.uk 


° free home visits 


° no obligation 


CONTACT 


David Raine 
Penningtons 


Highfield, Brighton Road 
Godalming GU7 INS 


Tel: 01483 791800 


david.raine@penningtons.co.uk 


The British Paralympic 
Association (BPA) says it has 
received positive feedback on 
its new lion-like logo, which it 
hopes sums up the spirit and 
strength of the British team 
bound for Athens. 

The decision to rebrand was 
prompted by the International 
Paralympic Committee’s intro- 
duction of a new logo and a 
desire to modernise, according 
to BPA marketing manager 
Tom Jenkins. 

The designers, London 
agency A3, produced the logo at 
a “greatly discounted rate”, he 
said. It combines the flaming 
Olympic torch with the British 
lion. The agency said the most 
important aim for the new 
image was to capture the flicker- 
ing nature of a flame, which now 
represents the mane of a lion. 

Jenkins said they did 
not commission a disabled 
designer because they are a 
“sporting organisation, not a 
disability one. 

“We support people who 
just happen to be disabled,” 
he added. 

Meanwhile, a portrait cele- 
brating the achievements of 


pe. 
”) 


GH ParalympicsGB 


British lions: the new logo (top) 
and (below) Six British 
Paralympic Athletes 


British Paralympians is on dis- 
play at the National Portrait 
Gallery to mark the summer’s 
sporting events. 

Six British Paralympic 
Athletes was painted by John 
Lessore, who is disabled. 
Clockwise from left to right, 
they are, Maggi McEleny, 
(swimming), Caroline Innes 
(athletics), Simon Jackson 
(judo), Chris Holmes (swim- 
ming), Noel Thatcher (athlet- 
ics) and Tanni Grey- Thompson 
(athletics). 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 


Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 


Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Holiday homes in France. 


2004 brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 
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Health news 13 


Health warning 


Campaigners for people with 
learning difficulties have 
demanded improvements in 
health services. 

The inequality in services for 
those with learning difficulties 
compared with the general 
public caused both Mencap 
and the Scottish Consortium 
for Learning Disability (SCLD) 
to focus on “poor healthcare” 
during this summer’s learning 
disability week. 

Mencap’s “treat me right” 
initiative highlights several 
accounts of health workers fail- 
ing to properly investigate 
health concerns, sometimes dis- 


missing them as a symptom of 
a person’s learning difficulty. 

The charity’s report” 
describes one case in which 
health professionals failed to 
realise that a woman who had 
undergone surgery had a stroke 
during her operation. 

They assumed she could not 
speak and did not investigate 
her silence any further. 

Mencap has demanded 
improved training of healthcare 
staff, adoption of current 
guidelines, more accessible 
patient information and an 
inquiry into why people with 
learning difficulties are more 


likely to die young than others. 
It hopes an email campaign 
will encourage MPs to put pres- 
sure On primary care trusts to 
improve their services for peo- 
ple with learning disabilities. 
The launch of its campaign 
coincided with the SCLD’s pub- 
lication of a “top tips” post- 
card** for health professionals 
as part of a “health challenge” 
campaign. One suggestion is 
that a double appointment time 
is offered to patients with learn- 
ing difficulties. 
* Treat me right, 
www.mencap.org.uk 
** Top Tips, www.scld.org.uk 


Ciara Marley 


Learners’ lingo: Northern Ireland medical students celebrate their 
completion of a British Sign Language course and deaf awareness 
training. Ciara Marley and Emma Lawson were among 20 students 
at the Queen’s University in Belfast who took the course to help cater 
for the 250,000 deaf and hard-of-hearing patients who live there. 


Brain power 

Researchers hoping to enable 
people with no mobility to 
operate artificial limbs have 
discovered how the brain 
could move prosthetic body 
parts and are already training 
people to use brain power to 
move computer icons, a 
forum on neuroscience has 


heard. 
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Please check out our Web-Site 


Faster treatment call 
The “Royal College of 
Physicians has called for faster 
treatment for people who have 
had “mini strokes” in order 
that full strokes can be avoided. 
Its guidelines say immediate 
preventative treatment should 
be offered as well as a clinic 
appointment within seven 
days. Rehabilitation services 
should be delivered by the right 
experts, the college added. 
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Epilepsy drug's future confirmed 


The retraction of an epilepsy 
drug has been prevented through 
an agreement to transfer its 
licence to a new manufacturer. 
Plans to discontinue 
Mysoline were announced last 
summer (DN September) by 
current maker AstraZeneca fol- 
lowing a fall in demand. 
Although the drug was used by 
10,000 patients, the company 
said production would stop the 


vonderful 


WwW 


it’s the best K 
ifs the best Kangoo .. 
Information : brochures : finance quotations : part exchanges 


CALL NOW 0121 502 22D nvitccaute.co.uk 


Home demonstrations and test drives 9781 210 0059 


Jubilee Automotive Group 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midiands, WS10 ON@Q. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm, 
it’s full of other wonderful new and used Mobility vehicles 


Sat 9 to 2 pm 


following December. 

The news 
groups and doctors because 
dependency on the drug, a bar- 
biturate, means withdrawal can 
take between ten and eighteen 
months. 

There were initial reprieves 
to the timetable on retracting 
Mysoline that resulted in a 2006 
deadline, but fears were only 
allayed with the announcement 


alarmed user 


that manufacturer Acorus 
Therapeutics would take over 
the licence. 

Government guidance says 
companies need only give 
between three and six months’ 
notice of a drug’s termination. 

Philip Lee, of Epilepsy 
Action, said: “We hope that in 
future, drug companies will 
consult with patients before 


taking this kind of decision.” 
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FRONT PASSENGER C . DRIVE | E CHAIR 
Accomodates up ‘a two wheelchairs 
and three passengers inc. driver, with 

full size original adjustable seats 
Automatic transmission as standard 


high roof accessible low floor 


PREVIA 


nil advance payment available on contract hire scheme 


Self drive hire, long term lease, purchase, with no deposit finance available on full range 


We do not compromise on quality and | VA 
service to be economical on price memes. 


., 01914 2260099° 
£¢ AUTOMOTIVE GROUP /€. 
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Jnable to wash, exercise and learn, many disabled prisoners are being punished twice, says Nuala Calvi 


hen John*, who is 

incontinent, went to 

prison, he did not 

expect to be left 
itting in his own urine ona 
egular basis. But as a 
wheelchair user he could not 
iccess shower facilities easily. 
Je was also unable to socialise 
with other prisoners because the 
xercise yard gate was too 
yarrow for his chair. 

John is one of a number 
f disabled people who have 
sontacted the Prison Reform 
[rust (PRT) about problems 
hey encountered in prison. 

Stories like John’s prompted 
he PRT to launch its first ever 
idvice booklet** for disabled 
risoners last month. 

While the exact number of 
lisabled people in Britain’s jails 
s unknown, campaigners say 
he Prison Service’s (PS) estimate 
f less than one per cent is a 
‘gross underestimation”. 

Jenny Parry, a disabled 
esearcher who helped write the 
-RT booklet, recently studied 
lisabled people’s experiences of 
yrison. Her research of 15 
yrisons in England and Wales 
evealed that the exclusion of 
lisabled people from daily 
tivities is acommon problem. 

People with limited mobility 
omplain of access challenges, 
yarticularly in Victorian 
yuildings. Many have been put 
n hospital wings because they 
ire the only accessible place. 


Prisons are not for us — two ex-offenders speak 


Llewelyn Foster*, 
Hearing impaired 
Inside: January - December 2003 


Dean Harding, 27 
Mobility impaired 


Inside: March 2002 - February 2003 


“First they located me upstairs even though | 
couldn't climb the stairs. After a few weeks | was 
moved to the ground floor because a doctor said | 
shouldn't ever be upstairs in case | fell. 

“They tried to say | needed 24-hour hospital 
care, which | didn’t. They put me in the hospital 
wing for two weeks, with people who had 


psychological problems. 


“You had to take your own food to the cell and | 
used to hold everyone up, which would make all 


the other prisoners shout at me. 


“In another prison | had a special disabled cell, 
but when someone else needed it | was moved 


upstairs again. 


Prisons can’t cater for disabled people.” 


“That happens in quite a few 
prisons. One person who had 
spina bifida said being in 
hospital all the time had really 
depressed him,” says 
Parry. “They had all sorts of 
stories: people who had to slide 
out of their wheelchair to get 
out of the cell, then fold up the 
chair, pull it through, set it up 
again and get back in — every 
time they needed to go 
somewhere. They couldn’t 
access things like classrooms 
for education and might not be 
able to work or go to the dining 
room, which is a big thing for 
most prisoners.” 

For deaf prisoners, 
communicating with staff is a 
problem, especially where 
information is given over a 
tannoy system. 

Parry also discovered that 
although all prisons have some 
material in alternative formats, 
prisoners complain that the 
range of books on tape or in 
Braille is limited. 

Jim Hattersley, an access 
officer who has audited prisons 
in the South East of England, 
describes a similar picture. 

“One prison was proud to 
show me a [single] light on a 
wall for a deaf prisoner in case 
of a fire. It tickled me, but it 
was really good. Out of six I 
visited, none of the others had 
visual fire alarms.” 

Hattersley contacted DN 
about the narrow widths of cell 
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doors in prisons. 

“One gentleman couldn’t 
really go out of his cell much to 
circulate because his wheely 
Zimmerframe was too big. At 
lunchtimes people would have 
to go and collect his food. It’s 
isolating; you’d rather people 
didn’t have to depend on fellow 
prisoners.” 

Even small adjustments to 
prison facilities can be 
complicated by security 
concerns, says Hattersley. 


‘| don’t know if it would 
be possible to adapt the 
buildings we have got — 
they are chronically 
unsuitable’ 


“T went round one prison 
with an access officer and he 
said they should have 
handrails around a fence — the 
prison officer laughed because 
they’d be able to climb up 
themes 

But the PS has accepted 
liabilities under the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) and 
has drawn up a guide*** setting 
out what is now expected of 
prisons. 

It includes assessing 
prisoners’ needs on arrival, 
considering mobility problems 
when allocating accommodation 
and taking reasonable steps to 
provide auxiliary aids or 
services, as well as access to 


56 


“There is supposed to be a form to note down 
your disability, but | never saw it. | asked for 
written information but was told: ‘we haven't any’. 

“It was normal to shout instructions over the 
tannoy so | had to rely on information from other 
prisoners. There are no BSL interpreters in prison. 

“| was feeling suicidal on the first night, but 
unlike other prisoners, | couldn't contact the 
Samaritans. Once | asked another inmate who | 
trusted to make a call for me, but you weren't 
allowed to use someone else’s phonecard. 

“At the second prison, a Disability Liaison 
Officer had just been appointed. The first thing he 
did was make sure there was a fire escape plan 
for me and he got me a text phone.” 


employment and education 
opportunities. All prisons 
should also have a Disability 
Liaison Officer. 

The PRT says some prisons 
have reacted enthusiastically, 
helping to get items like teletext 
TVs, text phones and induction 
loops for visitors’ rooms. But it 
is concerned they have no ring- 
fenced resources. 

Paul Daniels is a lawyer who 
represented a disabled man 
being kept in high security 
facilities due to a lack of access 
elsewhere. He believes 
ignorance among both prison 
managers and prisoners about 
what provision should be 
expected persists. As a result, 
only three cases, including his, 
are known to have been 
launched under the DDA. All 
have been settled out of court. 

New DDA duties in October 
could change that when the PS 
will have to make “reasonable” 
adjustments to buildings. 


But in the draft disability 
bill, which will extend the 
DDA, prisons would not face 
requirements on where 
prisoners should be allocated. 

The PS says it takes the issue 
of disability seriously and will 
be conducting access audits 
and setting up a proper record 
of disabled prisoners. It is also 
helping prisons share 
information about reasonable 
adjustments. 

Juliet Lyon, PRT director, 
says: “I don’t think it’s a 
question of not wanting to 
comply, but of the restrictions 
they are facing. 

“Prisons are vastly 
overcrowded and under- 
resourced. Physically, I just 
don’t know if it would be 
possible to adapt the buildings 
we have got — they are 
chronically unsuitable.” 

* Names have been changed 
ww .prisonreformtrust.org.uk 
= www. bmprisonservice.gov.uk 
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Britain’s top of the clops 


RICHARD STANTON 


yy 


Nicola Tustain dreamed of representing 
her country from the age of twelve. 
Fourteen years later, the Paralympic 
dressage champion is training for her 
biggest challenge yet. Lucy Glynn reports 


*m lucky to catch Nicola 

Tustain at home. She’s 

balancing a tough training 

schedule for this summer’s 
Paralympic Games with home 
life in North Wales. 

The 26-year-old is the only 
British athlete to win gold 
medals in the same event in two 
consecutive World 
Championships. She also won 
two golds and one bronze at 
the Sydney 2000 Paralympics. 

Earlier this year she was 
named Denbighshire 
Sportswoman of the Year and 
nominated for a prestigious 
Laureus World Sports Award. 
Last year she was given the 
Sports Journalists’ 
Association’s Disabled Sports 
Performer of the Year Award. 

Nicola started riding when 
she was ten because she loved 
horses and it was good 
physiotherapy. She has right 
hemiplegia — paralysis down 
the right side of her body — but 
this has never stopped her 
doing the sport she loves. 

When she started riding her 
reins had to be tied in a knot so 
she could control her horse 


Freedom, Independence & Reliability PowerchairS 


|00's of nearly new machines in stock at prices to suit all pockets. 
Interest free credit available on selected models, subject to status. 


for further help and advice 
freephone 0800 0746834 


with one hand, but as she 
improved she switched to ladder 
reins, which she could tighten. 

But these. were not 
sophisticated enough for 
competitions, so Nicola and 
her family “put their heads 
together” and came up with a 
bar rein —a new kind of rein 
with a small metal bar attached 
which gives Nicola even greater 
precision over the horse’s 
movements. So successful has it 
been, it is now on sale. 

Nicola set herself the goal of 
representing her country in 
equestrian sport when she was 
12. “I saw people with GB flags 
on their jackets and all I could 
think about was having my own 
jacket. When I was 14, someone 
came up to me at my local 
riding club and asked who I 


Yet just two years later, with 
the support of her family — 
especially her mum who she 
describes as her “best mate, 
psychologist, lorry driver, 
groom, trainer and carer” — she 
was selected for the British 
junior squad. 

At 18, she represented Great 
Britain in her first international 


‘?’m only where | am because | followed my dreams. If 
you have got determination you can achieve anything’ 


was. I said: ‘My name’s Nicola 
Tustain and one day I’m going 
to be world champion.’ I 
couldn’t believe I said that to a 
stranger. I was so embarrassed.” 


a 


Days Medical 


www.power-chairs.com 
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competition, winning two 
silvers and a gold medal. 

At that time, she says: “I had 
a choice whether to continue 
with my rising career or go to 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Powerchairs promise to you: 


university. But the world 
championships were a once 

in a lifetime opportunity 

and I could go to university the 
next year.” 

When she came back with 
three gold medals, Nicola 
continued with training and 
aimed for Sydney. 

At the 2000 Paralympics she 
didn’t expect to win anything 
as she was the youngest in the 
team. But after obtaining a 
bronze medal, she recalls: “I 
saw how close I was and I 
wanted to win. I wanted gold.” 

On returning from the 
games, Nicola became a local 
celebrity and was invited to 
give a speech at her old school. 


Est. 1982 


° Part exchange welcome. 
° Free home assessments. 


¢ Free 12 months insurance on new 


models. 
* No VAT. 
° No Driving License required. 
° Finance available on request. 


° We stock machines that carry 
up to 39 stone weight limit. 


° Up to 8mph for road use. 


° Up to 50 miles on one battery 


included. 


* Automatic battery charge 


° All major credit cards 


accepted. 


charge. 


North Wales 


“T loved sports at school but 
there were some sports I 
couldn’t do. Teachers made me 
sit on the sideline, which made 
me even more determined. 

“When I went back they 
said: ‘I always knew she could 
do it’. But they didn’t. I had 
mixed feelings about that.” 

Nicola was also bullied at 
school, although she says: “I 
could either keep the bad 
feeling or I could put it behind 
me; which is what I did.” 

However, it was not until she 
was nominated for the Laureus 
Award that Nicola started to 
realise what she had achieved. 
“P’m the only Welsh athlete 
ever (able-bodied or disabled) 
to be nominated. | thought, 
‘Oh my God, I have actually 
achieved it. ’'m top of the top.” 

Her next major event is 
the Athens Paralympics, for 
which she has high hopes. She 
says it will be harder than 
Sydney because of the hot 
conditions and because 
everyone wants to beat the 
Great Britain team as it is 
currently number one in the 
world. With her horse 
Prinz Heinrich, who was 
unbeaten in 2003, they have 
every chance. 

It will be a harder feat than 
it was four years ago. Since 
competing in Sydney, Nicola 
has had a car crash, which 
injured her back and caused 
her arm and leg to become 
stiffer. Although getting on a 
horse is now harder for her, it 
has not changed her goals; it 
has only made her more 
focused. 

“Tm only where I am today 
because I followed my dreams,” 
she says. “I believe if you have 
got the determination you can 
achieve anything. I love the buzz 
and I love winning. 

“If you’re not out there to 
win, it’s not worth doing.” 
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SESSIBLE VEHICLES... ...UNIQUE TO 


L_IiMlatiTEbD 


STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY MAKES _renauit master (ve 
OUR RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... 2.5 D.Cl. turbo diesel 


e= Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled Ity 


The NEW VW T5 The NEW Renault Master Extras 
ORDERS NOV ° Re designed front end & dashboard 


¢ ABS ¢ Drivers airbag « Alarm 


BEING TAKEN ¢ Dashboard mounted gear stick 


The ALL NEW Mercedes Benz VITO RENAULT TRAFIC 
ABS, also available in Automatic WE PURCHASE GOOD QUALITY USED VEHICLES _1.9 D.C.1. diesel, ABS standard 


Contact us on the number below 
THESE ARE JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FINE QUALITY USED VEHICLES 


MAKE/MODEL COLOUR SPECIFICATION 

Nissan Vanette Versa 2.3 Diesel R368NKC  —- Red 4 Seats, Ramp 55,000 4,995 

Nissan Vanette Versa 2.3 Diesel $563 AKC —- Blue 4 Seats, Ramp 47,000 5,495 

‘pisos eee ee : VW (T4) Versa X Pack OY52LNR ~~ Red 4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 12,495 

£17,495 & £19,495 (Auto) ote ood VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel PNO2 XNW Red 4 Seats, Tail Lift, Tracking 12,309 12,995 

TOYOTA HIACE®* (LVTA) VW 2.5 TD! SWB, Auto W326 NWA Green 4 Seats, Ramp,D/F Winch 13,979 11,995 RENAULT KANGOO 
2.5 C.D.I. turbo diesel, ABS VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel LWB Versa R684YHL Green 4 Seats, Tail Lift & 2 Wheelchair positions 32,000 W995 ___1.2 petrol authentique _ 
eta Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa Y157NDM Blue 4 Seats, Ramp, OS 24,000 10,595 ere ae ees ee 

iT Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa DK51UVC Silver 4 Seats, Ramp 25,000 11,995 

= Se — Renault Kangoo 1.2 Petrol PO53 JMU ~—- Green Ramp 11,000 10,495 

Citroen Berlingo Petrol WAV MKO2EEW Green 2 Seats, Lowered Floor 6,632 10,495 


¢* ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED * 6 MONTHS WARRANTY 
¢ ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 
VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. *(LVTA)-LOW VOLUME TYPE APPROVED 


For further information, FREE Brochure pack ; 

or fo arrange a demonstration please contact FAX: 01 51 495 1 382 
Philip Beecham, Mike Jones, Simon Fletcher website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 
or David Connor (New Versa Enquiries), e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


Phil Hawkins (Used Versa Specialist). Widnes Car Centre Limited, Moor Lane, Widnes Cheshire WAS 7AL MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00am - 5.30pm EROE 


29nd - 23rd September 2004/4 


Independent — 
LIVING vers tsvcn 


visit Independent Living London — 
the No. 1 exhibition in the South East for people of all 
ages with physical disabilities, and healthcare professionals 


y Helping 
you to achieve 

: d d * With already over 180 exhibitors, you can see a large selection of products 

INGE pe Naence and services that can aid your daily life ranging from access equipment, 

at ho mea nd in bath & showers, daily living aids, seating and mobility solutions 


. through to security and safety equipment! ‘ 
the commun Ity * Visit the dedicated Association Village Where charities will be ‘ 
on hand to offer advice and information on available funding Fj n d the | 
¢ FREE mobility loan point for all visitors requiring a ‘ 
e scooter or wheelchair to get around the show rig ht dai | y 


PLUS: Free Parking for Orange/Blue Badge Holders 
¢ A Relaxation Zone * Sensory Journey 
healthcare * Interactive Features 


Independent Living is organised by 


you under 4” 
one roof 


Pre-register today and avoid the queues: 


In association with 


>] www.independentlivingevents.co.uk 
ie Sis or call 0870 429 4372 for your free tickets 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Send your letters to the editor 
Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Dismay at Human Rights Campaign 


I was dismayed to receive a 

postcard with the July issue of 
DN, 
which seeks support for the 


addressed to Parliament, 


legalisation of assisted dying. 

This call for readers to 
support assisted dying legisla- 
tion runs counter to the policy 
of the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC). Its position 
was arrived at only after careful 
deliberation, taking account of 
the issues such legislation would 
raise for the safety of severely 
disabled people. 

I fully accept that some 
disabled people see euthanasia 
in terms of autonomy and the 
right to choose. However, the 
disability movement in general 
feels that autonomy of the 
individual is not the issue here. 
Nor is this about a person’s 
right to choose. The private 
member’s bill did not pass 


through Parliament last year 
because too many questions 
remain unanswered about how 
such legislation would 
safeguard the lives of severely 
disabled people. 

In addition, the text and 
imagery used by the campaign 
undermines the empowerment 
of disabled people and 
supports the stereotype that 
severely impaired lives are not 
worth living. The manipulative 
use of images of wheelchair 
users with ms seeks to 
perpetuate ill-formed, negative 
attitudes about the quality of 
disabled people’s lives, especially 
those with that condition. 

You will also note that the 
card’s text is deliberately 
worded to induce fear by 
linking “the right to request 
pain relief” with “medical 
assistance to die”. No change 


in the law is necessary for a 
patient to request or receive 
pain relief, even when it may 
result in a shortened life. 

Nevertheless, DN readers 
are told a change in the law is 
required; a change that will 
also include the legalisation of 
medically assisted death. 

I am surprised that DN 
propagated this misrepresent- 
ation without a counter feature 
or article to give balance. 

Jane Campbell 

DRC Commissioner 

London WC1 

DN has reported the DRC’s 
position, the Patient Assisted 
Dying Bill and opposition to 
the Mental Incapacity Bill. But 
there are differences of opinion 
in the disability community 
about assisted dying, as there 
are on other issues, and DN 
must reflect this — Editor. 


Persistence pays off - sometimes 


I have now been issued with a 
“Chip signature” credit card 
after writing five letters to my 


card provider and receiving 


Bias gee a on 


negative responses to the first 
four. Persistence seems to pay 
off sometimes. 

John Martyn (email) 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
| choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 


responsibility for access. 


4 Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 


| experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 
Living Foundation. 


| Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design 
} experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just 


off the M40 at junction 3/4. 


pe ieee 


...bringing you 
ACCESSIBLE DESIGN 


Cae AND FOR DISABLED PEOPLE 


Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath 
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP10 9NB 


em Member 
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Tel: 01628 531584 Website: www.dmkbb.co.uk 


Mobile phone solution 
My daughter has dexterity 
difficulties. We found her a 
Nokia 6800 which opens into 

a full querty keyboard with 
manageable sized keys, 

without making it a brick. 
Jacky Robinson 

Goole, East Riding of Yorkshire 


DN party 

Thank you to everyone who 
came to our party and helped 
make it such a happy day. 


(Those who accepted, didn’t 
come and didn’t tell us could 
have saved us money!) — Editor 


back chat 


Earls Court 
and Olympia 
cut charges 


I am writing in response to the 
article “Anger at £16 parking 
fee” (DN, July). 

We are extremely 
disappointed that Mr Austen 
did not find our services 
acceptable and we have been in 
contact with him on several 
occasions to express our 
apologies and offer 
complimentary show tickets as 
a gesture of goodwill. 

However we do stand by our 
decision to amend our parking 
policy as we believe it to be in 
the interests of all our disabled 
visitors to provide guaranteed 
pre-bookable parking. Offering 
a limited number of spaces on 
our forecourts for disabled 
visitors on first come, first 
served basis, free of charge, 
often meant disabled visitors 
travelled long distances only to 
find the spaces already taken. 

We now have far more 
dedicated parking spaces on 
accessible levels as well as the 
forecourt. The charge will be 
£2.50 for each two hours, 
payable via pay and display 
machines. These charges will 
come into force this autumn. 
Rachel Parker 
Customer Services Director 
Earls Court, London 


Cheaper fuel bills 


As a wheelchair user who feels 
the cold, I would like to let peo- 
ple know of a utilities company 
which I believe offers the UK’s 
cheapest domestic gas and elec- 
tricity. | am saving £100 a year 
and have now become an inde- 
pendent representative. Telecom 
Plus is a utility warehouse also 
offering mobile phones, land 
lines and Internet access. For a 
quote, call 0800 458 4006. 

Pam Quick 

Kingston upon Hull 


@ The Sun was shocked last month that a man in a wheelchair 
could be responsible for pinching a passer-by’s Chinese take- 
away. The passer-by was “mugged”, and the wheelchair user 
and his accomplice who, apparently, punched the “victim”, 


were “laughing during their crime” 


. So disabled people should 


all be straight-faced law abiders, should they? 


®@ Good to hear that Birmingham-based wine company Passion 
Wines are acknowledging disabled wine drinkers by producing 
wine labels and tags in large print and braille. And testing an 
online audio version of their newsletter. Tel: 0121 683 1660 


@ Thumbs down for research charity Remedi, which used some 
unappealing language to attract donations for disability studies 
in The Daily Telegraph. They offered “innovative research 


focusing on easing people’s suffering.. 
duckling can become a swan”. 


. sometimes even an ugly 


by lvy Broadhead 


Last month, I went to Tuscany 
for a week with my family, 
making the most of my free- 
dom after months of exams. 
We saw the sights, basked in 
the gorgeous heat, and ate close 
to our weight in ice cream, but 
all of this was almost cancelled 
out by the journey. 

Imagine hours spent in 
airports to-ing and fro-ing, 
lugging heavy luggage on and 
off numerous buses, taxis, 
trolleys and cars. 

There was also the trauma 


of those awful buggies that take | 


N 


9 


you, beepers beeping, coloured | 


lights flashing, backwards 

(I swear they enjoyed torturing 
me) through crowds of people 
to the gate. Now, | like 
attention as much as the next 
girl, but this was taking it a 
little to extremes — not to 
mention that it made me more 
queasy than take off! 

Credit where it’s due, 
though. A ride in one of those 
awful buggies was far 
preferable to practically 
running after an airport worker 
pushing the wheelchair user in 
our party, clearly competing in 
some kind of private race, or 
perhaps it was a competition to 
see just how fast he could make 
me move my legs, until they 
turned into a kind of 
roadrunner-esque blur. 

There was one good thing 
about our journey: by the time 
we reached Newcastle airport 
on the return leg, I had learnt 
the equivalent of “Mummy, 
mummy, look at those funny 
little people!” in more 
languages than I care to think 
about. Not as useful as “Don’t 
you think you could teach those 
obnoxious children of yours 
some manners?” but a free 
language lesson is not to be 
sniffed at. 

I shouldn’t complain really. 


: 
. 


| 


A hellish half-day in an airport | 


is a tiny price to pay for a week 
of bliss in the Italian sun... but 
it is hard to remember that at 

half past four in the morning in 
an airport lounge. 


_ 


ls there 
someone 


| can call for 
help changing to 
Direct Payment? 


Yes, here. 


DWP Department for 
Work and Pensions 


direct payment giving it to you straight 


The last order books are being sent out soon, so call us on the 
number below and we'll give you all the information you need. 
That includes explaining your options and even changing you 
straightaway if you've got an account. 


call 0800 107 2000 today. 


If you have hearing or speech difficulties textphone 0800 107 4000. 
Lines open 8am to 9pm weekdays, 9am to 5pm weekends. 


www.dwp.gov.uk/directpayment 
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20 Motoring 


King of the 
oadshows 


Donington’s finest was 21 this 
year and despite wet weather 
and fewer visitors, there was 

| still much to get exened 
ees about, writes Helen Smith 


vit 


Vee ee 
0" eed 


his year, the Mobility 

Roadshow celebrated 

its 21st anniversary. 

There have been many 

changes since the first 
show at Crowthorne in 1983, 
not least its migration to 
Donington Park. Nowadays, 
the tabletop stalls and barbecue 
in the corner are no a 
more, their places 
taken by fancy stands 
and a vast quantity 
of food vans. 


My first stop 
after the three- 
hour journey from 
Norwich was the 
loo, and it wasn’t the 
best welcome. I don’t know 


i ; 


an | 
a=. 


if it was just me struggling 


here, but opening a door while 
trying not to slide back down 
the ramp was pretty hard. I 
found myself clinging to the 
handrail while someone else 
opened the door for me. A flat 
area at the top would have 
made life a whole lot easier. 
That gripe aside, they were a 
great improvement on the 
very smelly wheelchair 
\ Portaloos I’ve had to 
\\ use in the past. 
After getting a 
FP) cup of coffee and 

a piece of 
mobility show 
birthday cake, 
I was ready to 
look round. 
My first stop involved 


a 


transport of the four leg rather 
than four-wheel kind. 

If you’ve always liked the idea 
of horse riding but the thought 
of getting on and off has put you 
off, Altitude Access have devised 
a solution. Their Easi-mount, 
which was being demonstrated 
by George, the life-sized plastic 
horse, lifts one wheelchair user 
and two helpers to horse height 
so it’s easier to get on the horse. 
It’s also transportable so riders 
can take part in gymkhanas all 
over the country. 
www.altitudeaccess.co.uk, 
tel: 01623 796969 

One of the main attractions 
of the Mobility Roadshow for 
many disabled drivers is the 
opportunity to actually test- 


drive adapted cars — something 
not usually on offer at your local 


competition in 2003. However, 
when I asked if I could sit on a 


Easy rider: Helen Smith test drives a London Recumbents bike | 


garage. The Ford Focus C-Max 
was the most popular test drive. 


www.ford.co.uk, 
tel: 0800 240 241 


tyre for a photo I was told “no” 
as it would topple over. The car 
was a replica, but there were 


plenty of real Toyotas to test. 
www.toyota.co.uk, 
tel: 01737 363633 

As well as vehicles with four 
wheels, there were also some 
with three. I really liked the 


Peugeot were showing off 
their new 407. This, and the 
206, 307, 807 and Partner 
Combi were all available for 
people to actually drive. 


2.9 turbo diesel, 4 seats plus 
wheelchair, low floor conversion, 
light weight ramp, ABS, air con, 
roof rack, driver and passenger 
airbag, power steering 


GM Coachwork build vehicles to suit : 
individual requirements. Why not | 
contact us to view our range of vehicles 


«=Motability or to arrange a demonstration/test drive. 


The leading car scheme for disabled people 


We also have — 
the South West’s 
best collection 
of quality used 


specialist 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES vehicles. 
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Admiring the new 407 were 
first time show visitors Albert 
Richardson and his grandson 
Joshua Hunington. “We’ve 
come to look for a wheelchair 
accessible car and we’re finding 
the show really interesting”, 
they said. 
www.peugeot.co.uk 
tel: 08459 455 466 

Vauxhall, who are a big 
Motability supplier, were also 
there with their new fifth- 
generation Astra which boasts 
a large array of safety features. 

Showing an interest in the 
new Astra was Christine Shah 
from Southampton. “It’s great 
seeing everything first hand,” 
she said. 
www.vauxhall.co.uk/mobility, 
tel: 0800 731 5267 

To make driving easier, 
RSE have devised a number of 
new products, including the 
Auto-Brake, which means that 
once you’ve stopped, your 
brakes are kept on until you 
begin to accelerate again. This 
allows you to do a hill-start 
without having to manually 
disengage the handbrake. 
www.rse.co.uk, 
tel: 0870 474 0153 

On display at the Toyota 
stand was the Panasonic Toyota 
Racing TF103; its contender for 
the second season of Formula 1 


R1200C-T from Grinnall, 
which is half trike, half BMW. 
Grinnall cars adapt between 25 


and 30 trikes a year for disabled | 


people. 
www.grinnallcars.com, 
tel: 01299 822862 

Also at the show was the 
National Association for Bikers 
with a Disability to give 
information and advice to 
budding bikers and trikers. 
www.nabd.org.uk, 
tel: 0161 2330122 

In addition to motorbikes, 
there were also pushbikes. The 
LoAdstar is a new powered 
mountain bike designed by 


Disabled Sailors Association & 
Bikeability SC for off-road use 
on all manner of terrains. A 
canopy seat rests between two 
parallel mountain bikes, which 
hides the battery pack. 
Imagine the look on other 
cyclists’ faces as you whizz past 
them uphill at 20mph. This 
bike is designed to be used by 
people with almost any kind of 
disability. Steering and brake 
controls work in a similar way 
to power wheelchair controls, 
with a centrally placed joystick. 
www.dsahq.org.uk, { 
tel: 07734 246385 
London Recumbents also had 
a large number of bicycles for 
people to try. I had a go on the 


! 
new PF Side by Side, a Danish 

tandem. This company has 
» recently announced Motability 
certification for cycles with 
power, which is the first time 
motorised cycles have been 
available through Motability. 
_ www.londonrecumbents.com, 
: tel: 0208 299 6636 
Iwas determined to find 
GEM, a new electric car 
designed by ZEV. However, it 
) wasn’t outside like ’'d expected, 
- but tucked away inside in what 
/ must have been the smallest 
» stand in the entire road show. 
_ GEM (pictured inset, left)is a 
) very cost efficient car to run 
and has zero emissions, but its 
) maximum speed is only 30mph. 
) www.zeviltd.com, 
| tel: 01962 777600 

Under cover were the usual 

mass of wheelchairs, scooters, 
beds, chairs and charities. If you 
_ are thinking about a new 


wheelchair or any other mobility 
product, these roadshows are an 
absolute must. You will never 
find so many different brands 
and so many willing salesmen in 
one place. 
A little different was a stand 

Ra a IOS 


‘Everyone seemed to be 
having a good time 
ducking in and out of the 
showers’ 


selling books. For anyone 
thinking about taking a holiday 
in France, a new Smooth Ride 
Guide to France has just been 
published. France isn’t 
renowned for its access, but this 
book is packed with accessible 
accommodation, transport and 
leisure activities. 
www.smoothrideguides.com, 
tel: 01279 777966 

Visitor numbers at the show 


Motoring 21 j 


were noticeably lower than in 
recent years. This was put 
down to Euro 2004, lack of a 
royal visitor and a terrible 
weather forecast. Many of the 
people I spoke to were first- 
time visitors and this included a 
large number of the exhibitors. 

The forecast was worse than 
the actual weather and 
everyone seemed to be having a 
good time ducking in and out 
of the showers. 

The only small quibble, 
from Bev Baxter from Kent, 
was about the food. “It’s so 
expensive; more than £4 fora 
burger. I’m going to have to re- 
mortgage the house just to pay 
for lunch,” she said. 

But generally, the 21st 
anniversary show was a great 
experience — for visitors and 
exhibitors alike. 

e For a chance to win a Smooth 
Ride Guide to France, see page 43 


SS SS 


L 


herever YOU went to be... 


drive from wheelchair micro-car 
£12,995 on the road 


test drive 01215 022 252 


¢ Motability 


supplied by Jubilee Automotive Group Limited 
Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Rd South, Wednesbury, WS10 ONQ 
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20 years and more than 240 issues after Disability Now first rolled off the press, one hundred of DN's closest 
friends — from the worlds of politics, showbiz, charity and the arts — gathered at the House of Lords to reflect 


on two decades of reporting and campaigning. Sarah Hobson reports. 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Let them eat cake: TV presenter and wheelchair basketball star Ade Adepitan and artist Alison Lapper 
helped Scope’s chairman Gerald McCarthy and DN editor Mary Wilkinson blow out the candles 


CREATING NEW HORIZONS WITH INVATRAVEL 
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PN 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel provide 
factory built people carriers, 

specially for the needs the 


wheelchair traveller. 


Twin slidings doors as standard on 
all Caravelle models. Choices of 
lifts; underfloor to side or inboard 
to rear. Many new standard 


features on the SE Caravelle. 


New powerful, economical 
turbo diesel engines, 130 & 
174bhp, 6 speed manual or 

6 speed auto gearbox's. Also V6 
240BHP petrol engine. 


THE ALL NEW VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE 


ver 100 people from the 


disability world joined 

DN in celebrating its 
20th anniversary at the House 
of Lords in July. 

Lord Ashley, who hosted the 
party, Maria Eagle, Minister for 
Disabled People (in a message), 
Bert Massie, chair of the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC), and Tony Manwaring, 
chief executive of Scope, praised 
DN for its uniqueness, its 
information and campaigning. 

Lord Ashley said: 
“Participation for disabled 
people is meaningless unless 
disabled people know what the 
situations are, what the 
problems are, and that is where 
Disability Now comes in. It’s 
done a marvellous job.” 

There was plenty of 
participation when comedian 
Laurence Clark appeared, en 
route for the Edinburgh Fringe 
festival. As a wheelchair user, 
he said he regarded himself as 
“a fourth class passenger” on 


trains, with the food trolley 
being a third class passenger. 

“Whilst the food trolley gets 
the complete run of the train, 
I’m confined to a little box-like 
space barricaded in with the rest 
of the baggage. I often give it a 
good look as it passes me by 
down the aisle and I’m reminded | 
of a freewheeling lifestyle.” 

Laurence had “a plan” for 
coping with inaccessible trains. | 
“Next time I travel I'll crouch 
down and cover my back with 
packets of Cheesy Whotsits and | 
cans of Stella and then maybe 
I'll be mistaken for the food 
trolley and get a third class 
service.” 

Earlier, Bert Massie 
complained he had not been 
given any cheese, after being 
accused of “rat-like cunning” in | 
DN’s Back Chat last month. | 

Mary Wilkinson said: “Bert, | 
if you look in your doggy bag 
at the end of the party, you | 
might find something that | 
smells strange.” 


IS09001 


REGISTERED COMPANY QUALITY 


MANAGEMENT 


| 
: 
Nil 


DN Party os 


Clockwise from above: Tony Manwaring, Scope; comedian Laurence Clark; Richard Rieser, Disability 
Equality in Education; Rachel Hurst, Disability Awareness in Action; Adam Thomas, Design Matters; 
Clockwise from above, Mary Wilkinson; Rachel Moore from Ford Peter Mansell, National Patient Safety Agency 
Motor Company; Ruth Owen and Jill Cochrane from Whizz-Kidz r 


These dedicated anchor points 
for your wheelchair are clearly — 
visible and produce the correct 
securing angle for any 4 point 
restraint system that will be used. 
Ensuring the secure fastening 
of your wheelchair and your 
safety when travelling. 


Light and strong, made in 
stainless steel. will fit 90% 
of tubular framed wheelchairs 
with no welding or special tools. 


Above: Baroness Wilkins with Caroline Gooding of the DRC; 
Below: Eddie Lynch and Joanne Richardson, BBC Recruitment 


tk 01 9 
3 oy HERWOOD I 


otherv vood-hookieo n 
SAFE, INSTANTLY RECOGNISAE BLE ATTACHMENT POINTS * 
for wheelchair restraint systems, using four anc oe oints 
/ # 
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24 Arts 


What’s on © 


Music 
Deaf Rave’s second Carnival 


Experience will be rocking the 
Ocean, Hackney, on 27 


August. Deaf DJs provide the 
tunes while performers from 
the deaf community, including 
sign rappers, comedians and 
BSL MCs do their stuff. 

© Tickets £10 in advance. 
www.deafrave.com 


The Milford Electric Person Lift 


The simplest way to be lifted from your wheelchair into a vehicle 


.s 


Body of Milford now 


ey esac =—_— 


Theatre 

Beautiful and Damned, a 
musical charting the turbulent 
lives of novelist FE, Scott 
Fitzgerald and his wife Zelda, 
who had mental health 
problems, runs at the Lyric 
theatre, London, until 14 
August. Set in the Twenties, 
the show features song and 
dance from the era. 

e Tickets from £15. Tel: 020 
7494 SO4S 


made from aluminium - 3” 


* Fits all 2 and 3 door and most 4 and 5 door vehicles including 


estates, people carriers and 4x4s. 


* Power is supplied by the 


° Three sling sizes are available, with a 4-point connection for 
comfort and safety. Special slings also available. All slings fit 


car’s |2 volt battery. 


around seated person. No need to lift person to fit sling. 


° Lifts up to 17.5 stones (| 


° The lift mounting post is the only fixture to your vehicle and is 


simple to install. 


* Simple to transfer to your next car, leaving your existing vehicle 


in its original condition. 


10 kgs). 


EASYLOADER 


Wheelchai 


r Loading System 


(33) 


Courses 

The Honeybee theatre is 
holding a Summer School 
programme at Croydon 
Clocktower for deaf and 
hearing children aged 7 to 12. 
Participants will work with 
performers on a range of 
disciplines from mime to yoga. 
Includes a performance at the 
end of the week. 

e 6-20 August, 
www.honeybeetheatre.com 


The lightest fully-enclosed au 


Essex based Theatre Resource 
is holding Summer Wicken 
2004, a 9-day performing arts 
course in Newport. Aimed at 
young disabled people aged 
14+ in the Essex/Hertfordshire 
area, the course will include 
movement, dance, music, 
drama and photography, as 
well as a performance. 

e 20-29 August, £250, includes 
full board and tuition. 
www.theatre-resource.org.uk 


AUTOCHAIR LITE just 40kg. 


Automatic Wheelchair Carrier 
Folds, lifts & stores manual wheelchairs 


Cal 


tomatic rooftop wheelchair 


carrier in the world. With an aluminium and carbon fibre 
construction, it is light enough to fit even the smallest of 
cars. 


CARONY 


Wheelchair into Vehicle System 


MINIHOIST 


Wheelchair, Electric Wheelchair 


and Electric Scooter Lifts 


CALL FREE ON 0800 214 045 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


FITTING THROUGHOUT 


wy 


-*- Motability 


THE UK. 


SAVE THE VAT ON NEW CARS 


FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION ON REQUEST. HOME FITTING AVAILABLE. 


Autochair Products 
www.autochair.co.uk 


of five’s afternoon weepies 
—a true story about a child 
with epilepsy whose mother 
put him on a controversial 
ketogenic diet (rather like the 
Atkins regime). 

ITV1’s Tonight with 
Trevor McDonald 
highlighted similar treatment 
being undertaken at Great 
Ormond Street Hospital in 
London where children on a 
high protein and fat diet had 
fewer seizures and were 
largely drug free. 

Sensible as this seems, 
C4’s Equinox: Human Face 
Transplants appeared to 
come from the realms of 
science fiction. But it 
worked, as highlighted by the 
Indian girl who had her face 
ripped off in a horrific 
accident and underwent a 
successful reconstruction. 

Five’s Bionic Body Shop 
sounded a bit spooky too 
but ten-year-old Victoria 
Smith, who was born with 
one hand, has an amazing 
prosthesis which takes 
orders from her brain. If 


| wrote recently about one 


only my calipers would take 
orders from my brain. The 
same programme 
demonstrated how high-tech 


artificial vision may bring 
dramatic improvements for 
some people. I had to switch 
channels, however, during 
the eye implant surgery. 
Talented singer- 
songwriter and all round 
reprobate John Martyn (DN 
May) was profiled by BBC4 
on BBC2 in Johnny Too Bad, 
culminating in a below the 
knee amputation. 
Enthusiasm undimmed, he 


arrived at a comeback gig in 
Ireland in a wheelchair, the 
old magic still there. 

Do you remember the film 
The Madness of King George 
in which George III had a 
condition called porphyria? 
BBC1’s Medical Mysteries 
re-examined this rare blood 
disorder and compared King 
George’s difficulties with 
those of Julie Bradshaw from 
Derbyshire who currently 
lives with the effects of this 
genetic condition: her body 
fails to produce red pigment 
in blood. So if your urine is 
red, see a doctor. But you 
knew that anyway. 

More good news on TV 
access: audio description is 
being extended to BBC, C4 
and ITV on Sky Digital. 

Finally, Real Life: Lin and 
Ralph — A Love Story, which 


E-mail: info@autochair.co.uk 
UK WIDE SALES AND SERVICE 


ServiceCall at Petrol Stations 
www.service-call.net 


with most Autochair products. 
FINANCE AND GRANTS POSSIBLE. 


[ highlighted last month, will 
now be shown on ITV1, 8 
August at 10.45pm. 

Jane Shepherd 
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Theatre 


|Who Dunnit? and 


Sleepwalker 


Ooo 


is double bill is the latest 

production from High 

Spin, a dance theatre com- 
pany of performers with and 
without learning difficulties. 
The first, Who Dunnit?, is a 
light-hearted piece of slapstick 
entertainment, with High Spin’s 
trademark wacky sense of 


‘| humour and careful timing. The 


second, Sleepwalker, is a more 
sophisticated attempt to evoke a 
surreal dream landscape. 

Who Dunnit? opens to the 
backing of Trust in Me from 


Film 
Afterlife 


YOood 


fterlife is an engrossing 
and thoughtful drama 
bout assisted suicide. 
It stars Kenny (Kevin 


: McKidd) as a hard-nosed and 


ambitious journalist, first seen 
harrying George Wilkinshaw 
(James Laurenson), a doctor 


| who has been accused of 
| helping a man with mental 


health problems to commit 


| suicide. 


Kenny lands a major career 


| break when an American TV 


station expresses an interest in 
employing him, a job that is 
dependent on him successfully 


Edinburgh Festival 


his year’s Edinburgh 
Festival runs from 15 
August to 5 September, 


| and will include film, theatre, 


dance, opera, comedy, music, 
ballet and exhibitions. 

Among the comedy acts are 
the Nasty Girls (DN March, 
pictured right) and Laurence 


| Clark (DN July, far right), 


}| who will bring their irreverent 


brand of humour to the event. 
Also on the programme is 


\| New Work from Dance Base, a 


collaboration between dancers 


|| with and without learning dif- 
|| ficulties (tel: 0131 473 2058). 


Dear Frankie, fresh from its 


‘| success at the Cannes Film 


Festival, gets a preview in 


Edinburgh before opening 
nationwide in September. The 


| film stars Emily Mortimer as 


Lizzie, a mother who fakes the 
existence of a husband for the 
sake of her son Frankie (Jack 
McElhone), who is deaf. 


Most festival venues are 


| 


The Jungle Book. Princess 
Rainna relaxes on a chaise 
longue cavorting with an 
oversized diamond, while her 
maid and butler stand in 
attendance. The story that 
follows is carried off with a 
great sense of fun. 
Throughout, it’s clear the 
company are enjoying 
themselves, none more so than 
Rainna Crudge as the Princess. 
She takes great pleasure 
indulging herself and generally 
mimicking someone who needs 
knocking down a peg or two. 
High Spin often have a few 
tricks up their sleeve. The 
three-in-one detective, dressed 
in a one piece macintosh, 
provides a hilarious piece of 
surreality. The play on 


interviewing Wilkinshaw. 

Kenny has a sister with 
Down’s syndrome, Roberta 
(Paula Sage). She lives with 
their mother, May (Lindsay 
Duncan), a strong-willed 
woman who is completely 
dedicated to Roberta. 

When it is discovered that 
May has cancer, responsibility 
for the care of Roberta begins 
to shift on to Kenny, whose 
style of looking after his sister is 
much more laid back than his 
mother’s — especially when the 
need to care for her conflicts 
with his own life, throwing up 
the question of whether May is 
over-possessive of Roberta, or 
whether Kenny is just negligent. 

As May’s death approaches, 
Kenny is faced with the 
possibility that he may have to 


BEN JOHNSON 
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Hello, hello, hello: Julia Burcham, David Mileman and Dan Shelton 


Inspector Clousseau concludes 
with the inevitable bomb and a 
riotous ending. 

It is good to see the 
company attempting longer 


care for Roberta full time. But 


if he accepts the responsibility, 
he will have to give up the 
American job. 

As May’s condition 
worsens, the issue of assisted 
suicide arises once more, this 
time much closer to home. 

But it is not just May whose 
life is in the balance. More 
worryingly, when she 
discovers that Kenny has been 
enquiring about the possibility 
of having Roberta put into a 
home, May vows: “I'll take 
her with me before I'll let you 
put her away.” 

I enjoyed this film, which is 
surprisingly upbeat given its 
theme. An elegant little plot 
twist towards the end takes it in 
an utterly unexpected direction, 
providing a much more 


narratives than their usual 
short vignettes. However, the 
second piece, Sleepwalker, 


needs more focus and energy. 
High Spin are skilled at 


satisfying conclusion than I had 


been expecting. I had initially 
thought this was going to be 
one of those “cynical guy finds 
his human side thanks to 
learning disabled relative” 
movies (like, for example, Rain 
Man). But Afterlife is more 
interesting by far. 

As we approach the season 
of mega budget and effects 
heavy action movies, it’s nice 
to see a film that really delivers 
a classic low budget 
combination of an intelligent 
script and high quality acting. 

Paula Sage is an excellent 
actress, carrying out the 
difficult task of making 
believable a character who has 
a lot more to her than we first 
assume. 


| Arts 25 


creating a magical atmosphere, 
and Maria Pengelly especially 
has a remarkable ability to 
create an ambience of 
otherworldliness; but despite 
an imaginative use of costume, 
props and lighting the 
movement lacks poise. This 
was partly to do with the 
clinical atmosphere of the 
venue where I saw them and 
the lack of an audience. High 
Spin respond well to a good 
audience, but this was sadly 
one of those nights when they 
were put through their paces 
and were unable to carry it off. 
e Hackney Empire, Tues 21 
September, tel: 020 8510 4500. 
Further tour dates to Spring 
2005, www.highspin.org.uk 
Colin Hambrook 


| 
| 


High quality acting: Paula Sage 


Allan Sutherland and Kevin McKidd 


accessible and have either 
induction loops or infra-red 
systems for hearing impaired 
people, although there are still 
many inaccessible fringe 
venues. An access guide is 
available as well as the main 
brochure. Both are available in 
Braille and audio tape versions. 
Disabled festival goers and 
their carers can purchase 
tickets at the lowest available 
price in the area of the theatre 


most suited to their needs. 
Some performances will be 
sign language interpreted and 
audio described, and several 
opera and theatre events will 
have English language 
supertitles. 

e For access information, 
tel: 0131 473 2071, or 

email: access@eif.co.uk. For 
more information about the 
festival, tel. 0131 473 2000, 
or see www.eif.co.uR 


& 
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The freedom aS 
to take control 


Visit sdl at the following exhibitions: 


Celebration of Wheels and Sport 
on Saturday 21st August, 
at the Julie Rose Stadium in Kent. 


Transport Matters 


on Friday 10th September, 
at the Disability Resource Centre in Dunstable. 


Independent Living Exhibition 
on Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd 


of September, in Wembley, London. 


Contact Steering Developments on: 
T 01442 212918 E enquiries@steeringdevelopments.co.uk 
F 01442 240254 W www:steeringdevelopments.co.uk 
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| The Biggest 
| - 

PF wictae| Fight 

2. | — Michael Watson 

y | with Steve Bunce 

| Time Warner, 


LL £16.99 


he Biggest Fight is the 

story of Watson’s life. 

Starting with his 
childhood, it describes how he 
vegan fighting at the age of 
(4. It goes on to explain why 
he turned professional before 
covering all his fights, 
including the build-up to and 
story of the 1991 Super 
Middleweight title fight that 
eft him brain damaged. 

The book — which is simply 

written and easy to read — 


begins slowly, but becomes 


more interesting when he talks 


about the fight that ended his 
career. The chapters 
explaining the race against 
time to save his life are 
captivating — his life was on a 
“knife edge” for two months. 


Silent Victims 
John Pring 

| Gibson Square 
£14.99 


ohn Pring’s book should 


shock and challenge us all. 


As a member of the 
Longcare Inquiry (and the 
parent of an adult son with a 


learning difficulty), the Inquiry 


and the book are powerful 
reminders to me of the real 
challenges of protecting 


It also tells of his long 
rehabilitation and how he was 
able to finish the London 
Marathon in six days as well 
as how he took on the British 
Boxing Board of Control over 
lapsed safety rules. 

The book reveals Watson’s 
extraordinary determination, 
which has no doubt speeded up 
his recovery; I hadn’t realised, 
for example, that when he 
started the Marathon last year 
there was any doubt he could 
complete it. But, as ever, he 
rose to the challenge, ignoring 
blisters, aches and pains. 

Watson is deeply religious 
and believes he was destined 
to survive. In his world, things 
happen for a reason and these 
have made him the man he is 
today. “God gave me my life 
back so that I could give to 
others, ” he says, and whether 
you are religious or not, 
Watson — and his biography — 
should be an inspiration to all. 


Lucy Glynn 


vulnerable adults in a 
community which is often too 
busy, and credulous, to believe 
abuse can happen. 


The past decade has seen an 


increasing awareness of the 
vulnerability of people with 
learning difficulties to abuse, 
but vulnerable adults have 
historically been much less 
protected than children. 
Longcare, as Pring’s 
interviews vividly set out, 
demonstrates how easily an 
atmosphere of menace and 
fear can develop in closed 


Churchtown... 


where learning’s a big adventure. 


ovelist Hilary Mantel’s 
N memoir, Giving Up the 
Ghost, was the 2004 

Mind Book of the Year. It 
describes two halves of 
Mantel’s life; first the child- 
hood of someone “unsuited to 
being a child” and then the 
later childlessness of someone 
treated as neurotic and 
depressed, while undiagnosed 
endometriosis stole her fertili- 
ty and 20 years of her life. 

Mantel’s childhood lacked 
choice and control and by the 
age of 20, she was living in 
Sheffield with a husband but 
no money. She also had a pain 
that she couldn’t explain: “it 
seemed to wander about my 
body, nibbling here, stabbing 
there,” she says. 

Mantel wanted to be a bar- 


institutions. It also reminds us 
that sexual and physical abuse 
are usually part of an ongoing 
process of unkindness and 
petty cruelty and a steady 
suppression of self-esteem. 

In many respects, Longcare 
marked a turning point in 
safeguarding adults with 
learning disabilities from abuse. 
It reinforces the importance of 
continuing vigilance, extending 
beyond rigorous inspection to 
regular contact and, most 
importantly, the guarantee of 
advocacy and regular 


rister but the facts of life 
stopped her: “I was female, 
northern and poor.” At the 
same time, an array of medi- 
cine’s finest decided her physi- 
cal symptoms were, variously, 
“all in the mind” or the prod- 
uct of female (over)ambition. 

In fact, the symptoms were 
of endometriosis, a gynaeco- 
logical condition where cells 
from the uterus build up 
around the body. Each month 
they bleed, forming scar tissue 
that presses on the nerves. 

Ghosts have always inhabit- 
ed Mantel’s life. She kept the 
house for them, loading the 
fridge and ensuring there were 
enough guest towels. Some are 
echoes of the real, most are 
just glimmers of possibility. 

While the memoir deals 
with the various identities that 
others have tried to give her, 
the book itself is an act of self- 
possession: a seizing of “the 
copyright in myself.” 

Agnes Fletcher 


professional contact. Many of 
the Longcare residents could 
tell their stories — but they had 
nobody to hear them. 

Will more inclusive lives — in 
supported living arrangements 
rather than 18th century 
country houses — prevent the 
institutional abuse which we 
saw at Longcare? We hope so, 
but abuse can also take place in 
community settings. In the end, 
the message from Longcare is 
that keeping people safe must 
be a corporate responsibility. 


Philippa Russell 
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WINGED 
FELLOWSHIP 
TRUST 


At Churchtown, educational and adventure breaks are our passion. 
For over 25 years, we have provided disabled groups or individuals 
with opportunities to take part in a wide range of accessible activities. 
Run by highly qualified, experienced staff, our activities allow guests 
to learn new skills in a challenging but safe environment. 


Our centre is situated in Lanlivery, Cornwall. Guests can use the 
heated indoor pool, explore the nature reserve, help out in the 
centre's farm, or try the ‘Churchtown Challenge’ rope course. 


The centre is registered with the Adventure Activity Licensing Authority, 
and will provide all the necessary specialist equipment and clothing to 
ensure all activities are enjoyed in comfort and safety. 


Activity options include canoeing, sailing, rock-climbing, abseiling, archery, 
pistol shooting and arts and crafts. Daytrips using accessible minibuses 
can be arranged to the Eden Project, Bodmin Moor and local historical sites. 

Activities and daytrips can be arranged to reflect the National Curriculum. 


Find out how you could turn your break into a fun-filled activity and learning experience by calling: 


0845 345 1971 


Email: Churchtown @wft.org.uk Web: www.wft.org.uk 
Churchtown, Lanlivery, Bodmin, Cornwall, PL30 5BT. 


Churchtown is part of the Winged Fellowship Trust. 
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Registered Charity No. 295072 


rts Disability Wales and 
Aves Books have 
published Hidden 
Dragons/ Gwir a Grymus, an 
anthology of writing by 
disabled people in Wales, 
edited by Allan Sutherland 
and Eli ap Hywel. The book 
has been published as part of 
The Write Stuff, a project run 
by Art Disability Wales and 
funded by the European Year 
of Disabled People 2003. 
Some of the work from The 
Write Stuff’s workshops 
appears in the anthology. The 
publication is also available 
in large print, Braille, audio 
tape and on CD. 
e £7.99. tel/minicom: 029 
2055 1040, or see 
www.artsdisabilitywales.com 


eorge and Sam, by 
65 Charlotte Moore, tells 

the story of her two 
eldest sons, now 14 and 12, 
who are autistic (her 
youngest son, Jake, is not). 
The book, with an 
introduction by Nick 
Hornby, discusses their birth, 
diagnosis, treatment and 
behaviour, and chronicles 
what daily life is like for the 
family, combining a personal 
memoir with information 
about the condition. Moore 
discusses how advances in 
research have affected the 
boys, from ABA therapy 
(Applied Behaviour Analysis) 
to gluten-free diets. 
e £16.99. Penguin. 
Tel: 020 7010 3000, or see 


www.penguin.co.uk 


on Correll 
who has cerebral palsy, 
as published Long 


Dark Road, the second part 
of his life story (the first 
book, Put Yourself in My 
Place, came out in 1987). 
The book tells of his life 
since then and includes 
anecdotes on his travels and 
barriers he has faced. 
@ £5.50. RAYL Publishing, 
13 Weedswood Road, 
Chatham, Kent, MES OOR 
Lucy Howard 


e 


cott, nine, is the eldest 
of my three children. He 
was diagnosed at quite 
an early age with severe 
learning difficulties and 
cognitive impairment. Ever 
since, he has attended a local 
school for children with 
‘profound and multiple learning 
‘difficulties. 

| He has been diagnosed 
within the autistic spectrum 
vand he also has verbal 

) dyspraxia, but his disabilities 

» predominantly include 
/expressive language 
‘impairment and severe 
»behavioural problems. 

He uses a variety of methods 
‘in order to express himself, 
nincluding PECS (Picture 
/Exchange Communication 


'System), sign language and 
non-verbal cues. He has some 
\speech, but it is really only 
“recognisable to people who 
‘know him well. 

In spite of his difficulties, 
)Scott is a sociable child who 
loves drama and singing. 

During term time, as with 
most autistic children, Scott 
loves his routines. He’s 


‘completely aware of what is 


| This violence extends not 
sonly to his peers, but also 
pmyself and his siblings. This 
»need for routine causes a great 
‘number of problems when 
\school holidays come along. 
Suddenly his whole world is 
supset — and all of us are 
affected by the turmoil. 

In the old days, Scott went to 
a childminder during the school 
holidays. Unfortunately he 
}became so violent towards her 
and the other children I had to 
|stop sending him. 

This created a tricky 
dilemma for my husband and I 
— we both have professional 
careers and it was hard 
)rearranging them around his 
ineeds. I negotiated with my 
employers so that I worked 
school hours only, which means 

Lam available to collect Scott 
after school every day. 

Meanwhile my husband 
became self-employed, 
allowing him to care for Scott 
during the school holidays. 
| Although our new working 
“arrangements gave more 
)stability to Scott, they were far 
/from ideal. My husband’s work 


in particular suffered, so when 
the school announced four 
years ago that a new 
playscheme would be 
introduced during the school 
holidays, we were delighted. 

The playscheme at the 
school is run for disabled 
children who attend and 
others in the area. 

It was originally funded 
by the local Mencap, its 
purpose being to provide 
respite for parents during the 
es eS SS ee ee 


‘One of the benefits of 
the scheme is that it 
takes place within the 
school premises and is 
run by staff that work 

at the school’ 

a eee eS 
school holidays. 

At present, the playscheme 
runs between 10am and 3pm 
four days a week during the 
Easter and summer holidays. 

One of the benefits for Scott 
is that it takes place within the 
school premises and is run 
predominantly by staff who 
work at the school. This 
allows continuity of the 
school ethos and routines. 


They are all familiar to him. 
He thoroughly enjoys the 
playscheme, so much so that he 

often doesn’t want to come 
home. One of the reasons for 
this is that while he’s there, he 
isn’t governed by the usual 
curriculum; instead he can do 
the things that he really wants 
to do — play! 

Activities are organised ona 
day-by-day basis and change 
according to the abilities of 
children in the group, but 
regular staples include singing, 
drama, painting, colouring, 
baking and outdoor activities. 
They often take the kids to a 
local centre that has slides and 
large climbing frames. 

The scheme gives Scott a 
chance to meet up with friends, 
other staff and volunteers, who 
he has made friends with over 
the past four years. 

It also gives him a chance to 
get out and about — in the past 
two years he has visited many 
local attractions including 
farms, parks and zoos. 

Scott isn’t the only one who 
benefits from the holiday 
playscheme. 

My husband is now able to 
concentrate on his work rather 


COMING SOON— BRAND NEW DRIVE FROM WHEELCHAIR 
RENAULT KANGOO RING FOR DETAILS 


BRAND NEW FIAT DOBLOS AND SCUDOS WITH LOWERED FLOOR FOR 


EASY ACCESS NO STEEP RAMPS AND NO NEED FOR ELECTRIC WINCH. 
CHOICE OF COLOURS AND ENGINE SIZES.CALL FOR PRICES 


BRAND NEW KIA SEDONA WITH LOWERED FLOOR.A COMPETITIVLEY 
PRICED LUXURY VEHILCE WITH WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBILITY. CHOICE 


OF COLOURS AND MODELS 


QUALITY USED VEHICLES 
WE CURRENTLY HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY USED 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES. PRICES FROM £2999 CALL US 


NOW WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 


WANTED ! 
ARE YOU LOOKING TO DISPOSE OF YOUR WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE ? WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR STOCK 
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A break for all the family 


The school holidays used to be a nightmare for mum Dawn 
Fletcher and her husband. But a new playscheme, run by parents 
yat her son Scott's school, has been a lifeline for the whole family 


Time out: Dawn and Scott can now both enjoy their summers 
than look after Scott, while I relief that the playscheme 
feel at ease knowing he is being 
cared for by people who know 
his little quirks and how to 
manage his behaviour 
appropriately. We currently 
don’t have any form of respite 
for Scott — out of personal 
choice — so the respite and 


provides us is greatly 
appreciated. 

The only thing we need now 
is for the scheme to be 
extended across all holidays, 
which would be another 
godsend to every child who 
attends, and their families. 


Living independently 
at home 


Christies Care provides help for people who 
want to remain in their own homes and need 


help to do so. 


* Do you want us for a week or two, for months or for years? 
* Do you want us regularly perhaps two weeks in four? 

* We monitor regularly to make sure 
you are happy Fe 
* 24 hour Duty Manager available ‘i 
* Well trained staff 

* We visit before we sart 


www .christiescare.com 
mail@christiescare.com 


Please ring or e-mail for a discussion or 


our free booklet 01728 605000 
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28 Out and about 


Cream of the Bristol scen 


Tropical jungles, walk-in experiments and a 
huge IMAX screen — the new At-Bristol 
complex has these and more. Best of all, 
they're accessible, says Esther Collington 


ntil recently, Bristol 
wasn’t an obvious choice 
for a day out, but the 


city’s Harbourside has been 
revitalized during the last few 
years. The centre of the new 
development is the £97 million 
At-Bristol complex. 

The complex consists of 
three world-class attractions: 
Explore, Wildwalk and the 
IMAX Theatre, all of which 
can be visited for an all-in price, 
or separately on individual 
tickets. Accompanying carers 
are admitted free of charge and 
disabled people pay a reduced 
price. 

First stop was Wildwalk, a 
kind of mini Eden centre 
housing a tropical rainforest 
with free-flying birds and 
butterflies, all in the steamy 
Wildscreen building. A spiral 
ramp leads from the ground 
floor through the trees to the top 
floor. It’s fairly steep and would 
probably need a strong pusher 
if you were using a manual 
wheelchair, but it was well 
within the capabilities of my 
electric wheelchair. 

There are numerous hands-on 
exhibits alongside the thousands 
of living creatures, the majority 
of which are at the right height 


for someone in a wheelchair. 

Our next stop was the 
Explore building, located just 
across the street. This is 
described as a “21st century 
science centre” and it features 
hundreds of interactive exhibits 
for people of all ages in a 
journey of discovery through 
science, the forces of nature 
and the workings of the human 
brain and body. 

All exhibits were in easy 
reach of someone in a 
wheelchair, but some were 
impossible to participate in, 
mainly because they were quite 
adventurous in concept. 

Despite this, access was 
clearly a key consideration in 
the design of the At-Bristol 
complex. The RNIB Joint 
Mobility Unit assisted with the 
complex’s accessibility policy 
and everywhere there’s evidence 
of the thought put into 
welcoming everyone — from 
the hearing loops in theatres, 
through the wheelchair lending 
scheme, to the large print 
brochures. 

After a few hours inside, it 
was nice to get out and relax in 
the redeveloped harbour area. 
It has paving suitable for 
wheelchairs, although the same 


CORNWALL 


Caroline and Colin Northover 
invite you to stay at 
Tregoninny Farm near Truro (2 miles) 
for bed and breakfast. 


Very secluded and peaceful working farm 
with recently converted barns specifically 
designed for disabled access and needs. 


Most rooms en suite, TV, tea-making etc. 
Beautiful panoramic views over unspoilt 
countryside from the dining room. 


Ideal base for exploring Cornwall. 
e Eden Project 
e Heligan Gardens 
e North and south scenic coastline 
All rooms non-smoking. Cot available. 
Rates from £25 inc VAT 
Discount for group bookings. 

Tel: 01872 520145 Fax: 01872 264406 
email: caroline.northover@btinternet.com 
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cannot be said of some of the 
older areas nearby, which still 
have cobblestones and old 
railway tracks. The many new 
water features and sculptures — 
all designed by top architects — 
provide lovely surroundings for 
a riverside ramble. 

Some way down the new 
harbour area is SS Great 
Britain, the first ocean going 
propeller-driven iron ship, 
designed by Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel. I knew I'd be able to 
only access one level of the 
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ship, and it was fairly easy 
doing this via a small ramp 
through a back door, but I was 
dismayed at the admission 
price. Wheelchair users are 
allowed on for free, but carers 
have to pay the full price of 
£6.25, which is reasonable if 
your companion wants to look 
around the rest of the ship but 
not if the disabled person can’t 
be left alone. 

The dining room can be 
seen by wheelchair users, 
which is well worth the effort, 


Big day out: (clockwise from top left) Harbourside; the Wildwalk ramp; in front of SS Great Britain and Explore 


as is the engine room. 


To end the day, we went into | 


the city centre, which is a 
walkable distance from the 
Harbourside. The reward was 
some great shopping — 
particularly in the fully 
accessible Galleries shopping 
centre — a nice way to end an 
enjoyable day out. 

© www.visitbristol.co.uk 
www.at-bristol.org.uk 

e At-Bristol, 

tel: 0845 345 1235, 
minicom: 0117 9143 475 


continues until 12 September. This year, the 
season features new music and more TV, radio 
and web coverage than ever before, including an 


|= 2004 BBC Proms season is underway and 


interactive service for digital and Freeview viewers. 
Among the highlights are the Glyndebourne 
Opera, the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra and 


ke) famous overtures voted for by members of the public. 


Conductors include Sir Simon Rattle and Sir Colin 
Davis. The event also features deaf percussionist 
Evelyn Glennie, who will be performing at Proms in 
the Park in London’s Hyde Park on 11 September. 
There will also be a children’s Prom in Hyde Park 


J on 12 September, which will include music from 


classic Disney movies, and various Proms in the Park 
to coincide with the last night in Swansea, 
Manchester, Belfast and Glasgow. 

The Royal Albert Hall is fully accessible, with 
wheelchair access, lifts, guide dog facilities and an 
infra red hearing system. Staff offer a programme 
reading service. 

The Proms guide and concert programmes are 
available in alternative formats, and an access leaflet 
for the Royal Albert Hall is available from the website 
(www.royalalberthall.com). 

@ Disabled concert-goers receive a SO per cent 
discount on most ticket prices. For more information, 
call the access information line on 020 7838 3110 or 
see www.bbc.co.uk/proms 


limbers and Creepers is 
a new interactive play 
area at Kew Gardens, 
which aims to teach 


kids about plants and their 
relationships with animals. It 
does this by allowing visitors to 
‘play on and in a series of super- 
sized plants — like giant flowers 
‘and brambles. 

We visited as a family, with 
‘our daughter Niamh and six- 
year-old son Eoin, who has 
cerebral palsy. 

On arrival, the first section 
you get to is Air Play, the 
outdoor area, which is bright, 
colourful and all on one level. 
It has a large climbing 
apparatus, which was not 
suitable for Eoin, even with an 
adult, but the leaf hammocks 
and the animated water squirts 
were a great hit. 

You enter the indoor area of 
Climbers and Creepers via 
large double doors and you’re 
immediately surrounded by 
giant-sized plants all rising 
from the soft rubber floor. This 
floor slopes upward like a small 
hill and although everything 
can be accessed via the slopes 
or a lift, some slopes are too 
steep to allow firm control of 
the wheelchair — it wouldn’t be 
safe to allow a child to be 


independent in the wheelchair. 
Also, if a child has visual 
perceptual problems, it might 
be difficult to judge where 
curved ground meets flat 
ground. I noticed a few small 
children fall because of this. 
The Pitcher Plant, standing 


almost 20 feet tall, is a big slide. 


Unfortunately, it’s at the top of 
a steep slope, which made it 
inaccessible for wheelchair 
users. Eoin tried getting up 
with sticks, without success. In 
the end he got to the top by 
holding my hand, and despite 


‘Despite having no 
bars at the top to give 
stability, Eoin still 
loved sliding down it 


and wanted to do it again 


and again’ 


having no bars at the top to 
give stability, he still loved 
sliding down it and wanted to 
do it again and again. 

The Big Attraction —a giant 
flower designed to show kids a 
bumblebee view of the world — 
was too difficult for Eoin to 
climb into. The Bramble 
Tangle, however, was all on 
floor level, which allowed him 
to explore the nooks and 
crannies — the fruits and the 
leaves — to his heart’s content. 


He loved being able to touch all 


the parts and make them talk. 
The Hideaway Home, a 


Happy families: (/eft) Liz with 
Eoin and Niamh and (below) 


playing in the Bramble Tangle 


yoin the Kew 


Giant-size flowers and bushes have joined the rare lilies at Kew’s 
Royal Botanic Gardens — and the kids love them, says Liz Searle 


giant harvest mouse nest, was 
not accessible to wheelchair 
users — mounted as it is some 
way above the ground, but it 
was great for stick users. This 
area does need close adult 
supervision, though, as there 
are openings without doors. 

The giant plants are only 
one part of Climbers and 
Creepers. Interspersed are some 
great exhibits featuring real 
insects in their natural habitats. 

Butterfly Beauties featured, 
as the name suggests, 
butterflies, which the kids 
loved, even though the feeding 
trays were too high for the 
children to see — especially if in 
a wheelchair. 

An ants’ nest is located 
along a small U-shaped tunnel, 
through which the children 
crawl. Part-way along the 
tunnel, there’s a see-through 
compartment containing a tree 
trunk along which march an 
army of ants carrying leaves. 
Even if your child can’t get into 
the tunnel (Eoin couldn’t), you 
can see the ants from outside. 
My children were fascinated. 

Finally, there’s a learning 
zone that’s always staffed, 
where they run different 
demonstrations. On the day we 
went, staff were helping 
children to plant seeds, 
explaining the growing process 
as they went along and 
encouraging the children to ask 
questions. They allowed Eoin 
more time and space. 

As if all these weren’t 
enough, outside the building — 
and unrelated to Climbers and 


e There are three disabled 
parking spaces outside the 
main entrance and six disabled 
spaces at the Brentford gate 
(closest to Climbers and 
Creepers). 

e Blue badge holders park free 
e Entry is £8.50 for adults, £6 
concessions, children 16 and 
under are free. Carers also free. 
e Open daily from 9:30 am 
until 6:30 pm (7:30pm at 
weekends and bank holidays) 
e More details: www.kew.org 
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PICTURES: LIZ AND BRYAN SEARLE 


Wild thing: Eoin exploring the giant-sized undergrowth 


Creepers — you’ve got a human- 
sized badger sett for the kids to 
climb through and a tree-top 
walk, which, even though 
inaccessible to wheelchairs, is 
apparently a candidate for a 
lift, if planning permission is 
successful. 

Climbers and Creepers is a 


The exciting 


really good and truly 
interactive learning resource, 
ideal for children between the 
ages of three and nine. The 
staff were helpful and despite a 
few access difficulties, all four 
of us enjoyed our visit greatly. 

We look forward to going 
again soon. 


is now available 


Please contact Ron or Bob for full details of our comprehensive 


range of conversions, including:- 


‘DRIVE-FROM-A-WHEE CHAIR’ 


Interbility Ltd Unit 21 Gunnels Wood Park Stevenage Herts SG] 2BH 
Tel: 01438 747448 Fax: 01438 750319 


email: interbility@btconnect.com 
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Take time to look around 
Disability Now website - launched ant) 


Vien off 
DN survey exposes 
Press shame 


aie 
Fit olzies 
Alison Lapper in 


ha Trafalgar Square 
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ee | 


5,000+ pages in the biggest disability news archive on the web 
the latest films, TV and arts — find out what’s on 


all new interactive forums: chat online, have your say La 

1 a | Nace 
for sale — dozens of wheelchairs, scooters, chairlifts, == 
hoists — = 


jobs — advertisers from the DRC to the BBC — = 
internet-exclusive competitions — be a web winner 


All the latest news and sports from the UK’s leading disability newspaper. 


Updates, surveys and forums so can get involved with our campaigns, 
from Baywatch to Hacked Off. 


Top columnists; big name profiles; parents talk candidly about anything from 
moving home to inclusive education. 


Everything from travel ideas to insurance run-downs: your essential guide. 


_ REGISTER TO WIN! 


Visit DN’s new website for a 


chance to win a £4,000 scooter or 
a day Sailing an accessible yacht. 
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/ dreamed of — as a medical librarian 


became interested in library 
work at school, as I liked the 
idea of helping people to 
find answers to their 
questions. Because of this, I 
had the idea I wanted to be a 
reference librarian. 
During my A levels, I applied 
_ for various degree programmes, 


| as I was given the good advice 
} that doing so could limit my 
) future career options. I was 
| offered a place at Edge Hill 
| University College where I did 
| a degree in Organisation and 
| Management Studies. As I have 
‘cerebral palsy, I used the 
| Disabled Students’ Allowance 
«to buy a PC, keyguard and 
) word prediction software, and 
to employ a note taker. 

After three years, a lot of 
work, and plenty of alcohol 
| (good for the coordination when 
my neuro stimulator* needed 
| replacing!), I got to wear a black 
| cap and gown for the day in 
Lancaster to celebrate my 2:2. 

My friends thought I was 
crazy for not taking a break 
_ from study, but that September I 
‘went to Loughborough 
University, indulged in even 
+more alcohol, and completed a 
) Masters in Information Studies. 
‘The year was really good — the 
) best year of my education so far, 


After working in Hull for 

} five years — first as an IT 
‘coordinator for disabled 

| students at the university, next 
/as a mentor with Leonard 
Cheshire and then as learning 
resources officer at Hereward 
College — I started my current 
job, running the medical 
library at a hospice near where 
| I live, around an hour from 
central London. 

Since being at 
Loughborough, I had wanted a 
medical library position, but 
those that were advertised were 
mainly full time — something I 
didn’t want. 

My job involves supporting 
the doctors and nurses by 
ensuring that they have access 
to the information needed to 
care for patients, to study, and 
to keep up to date with medical 
developments, as well as issues 
such as ethics and living wills. 
As well as responding to 
enquiries, I spend time with 
staff so I gain an understanding 


of their work. This helps me to 
anticipate what information 
they might need. 

The library has a large 
journal collection to look after, 
but many of the enquiries I deal 
with involve using online search 
facilities such as the National 
Electronic Library for Health. 
This is something I really 
enjoy, as I can help the doctors 
to find current articles, which 
in turn helps the patients. As 
each enquiry is different, no 
two days are the same. 

As a disabled person, I have 
found that employment in the 
library profession has been a 
positive experience. I spent a 
year working in a college library, 
which I enjoyed, but I’m glad to 
have found a medical library 
job. I receive support from the 
government’s Access to Work 
scheme in the form of a 
wheelchair, computer 
equipment and taxi fares. As I 
work in a hospice, we are lucky 
enough to have a team of 
dedicated volunteers, one of 
whom helps me with paperwork 
and other admin tasks. 

My disability means that I 
have a loss of coordination in 
my arms, so tasks such as 


paperwork and filling in forms 
are very difficult. With the help 
of a volunteer and my 
manager’s secretary, this has 
not been an issue. 

Unlike other organisations I 
have worked for, the hospice 
does not insist that I use 


Brought to book: research involves using an extensive journal 


scr 


my computer. Some of the 
other places I have worked 
would not allow any other 
forms apart from their own 
printed ones because they use 
carbon for making two copies. 
The other main time I need 
support is at lunch, as I can’t 


‘After three years, a lot of work, and lots of 
booze, | got to wear a black cap and gown for 


the day to celebrate my 2:2’ 


standard hospice forms for 
ordering and invoices, but 
accepts my own “home-made” 
forms that I produce using 
Word. This has made a huge 
difference as I can email them 
to colleagues and file them on 


cut food or get a drink. I 
usually have lunch with the 
doctors so they can ask me for 
information, because they are 
often too busy with patients to 
come across to the library, so 
they also help me with my food. 


My job 31 


Reference for a job 


Supportive colleagues and assistance 
from Access to Work have helped Sarah 
| Jayne Davies land the job she’d always 


: = & 
*< 


collection as well as online facilities 


This has lead to some of them 
saying that they now have more 
understanding of the issues 
faced by disabled people, rather 
than just what they learn in 
medical school. We all get on 
and get together outside work. 
As most bus routes near me are 
accessible, it’s easy for me to 
meet up and go out. 

@ If you're interested in library 
work, either as an assistant or a 
qualified librarian, you could 
start by contacting the Library 
Association at 
www.la-hq.org.uk 

@ Access to Work 
www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk 

*A device implanted on the 
surface of my brain that 
improves control, speech, etc. 


BP within reach. 


bp 


Each year, we make highlights 
from our annual report available 
on CD and audio cassette for 
our visually impaired audience. 
For a free CD or audio cassette 
of BP’s Annual Report and 
Accounts 2003 please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269. 
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The all new Flexi-seat in the 
all new Berlingo St Tropez 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle 


The all new Berlingo St Tropez from Lewis Reed is a true multi-purpose vehicle. The 
innovative Flexi-seat seating system retains the original layout of the Berlingo. 
When needed 1, 2 or 3 rear seats can be folded forward to allow plenty of room for a 
wheelchair travelling passenger, empty wheelchair or scooter. A truly flexible friend. 


Add to that the very best in design, quality, comfort, and all round visibility, and you 
have one of the safest and most flexible Wheelchair Accessible conversions available 


today. 


For more information call 0845 345 0127 or visit whw.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 


What's new? 


@ Flexi-seat” Seating System 
Safety Tested Lowered Floor | 


TorSpring” Assisted Ultralight 
Ramp Technology | 


M 


Flexi-seat 
seating system 


Safety Tested Seating Systems 


Safety Tested Wheelchair & 
Occupant Restraints 


Citroen Berlingo St Tropez 


Includes: Flexi-seat or single seat option 
Metallic Paint, Electric Windows, 

Electric Mirrors, Remote Control 

Central Locking 


1.4P/1.9D/1.6iP | 


Prices from VEA 


£12,995.00 “tanner 


Motability Accredited Conversion 


LVTA 


Conforms to WAVCA Codes of 
Practice 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 


We welcome visits to our showroom & production facility 


Part Exchange 


Free Delivery 


Finance Available Home Demos 


Call 0845 345 0127 (iocai rate) or Visit www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk i 


ad M ota b j | ity @ VAT and Road Fund Licence usually exempt for DLA holders. Errors & omissions excepted. 
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Toilet troubles 


Public disabled toilets are closing at an alarming rate, but even 
when provision is good, facilities often only cater for wheelchair 
users. John Pring reports 


three-year project will 
ead to more accessible 
public toilets. 

For the last eight months, the 
team from University College 
London have been investigating 
the design of public toilets in 
city centres as part of a wider 
government-funded project 
looking at city centre living. 
They are concerned not only at 
the “alarming rate” of closures 
of public toilets, but also the 
inaccessibility of facilities 
supposedly designed for 
disabled people. 

Many, say the researchers, are 
designed for wheelchair-users 
but are totally unsuitable for 
other disabled people, such as 
those with visual impairments. 

Problems include white rails 
on a white background, push 
button flushes that are difficult 
to press, locks that are difficult 
to open and close, and non- 
levered taps. 

One of the points already 
made by disabled people at one- 
fo-one interviews and focus 
groups is that they often feel 
they have to stick to familiar 
routes around city centres, 
rather than exploring new areas, 
because they are so unsure about 
toilet facilities. Many miss out 


| esearchers hope their 
| 


on socialising with work 
colleagues for the same reason. 

Jo-Anne Bichard, a research 
fellow working on the project, 
says: “We have had a lot of 
reports from people who have 
not been able to socialise with 
colleagues after work because 
their local pub does not have 
accessible toilets.” 

She is also worried that, 
although the imminent 
introduction of new access 
requirements under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) will lead to more 
accessible toilets, they will only 
be in private venues. This 
means disabled people might 
therefore have to buy a drink 
before they can use a toilet. 

The researchers are meeting 
regularly with organisations 
such as The Centre for 
Accessible Environments, Is 
There An Accessible Loo? and 
the Disability Rights 
Commission. 

They started by looking at 
the London borough of 
Clerkenwell, which has no on- 
street toilets. They are also 
looking at Westminster, which 
has been praised for its 
provision of on-street toilets. 


= 


Loo-sing out: Toilets designed for disabled people are often inaccessible 


prototype to take round all 
groups who have helped with 
their consultation. They will 
then compare their plans with 
the current British standards 
and building regulations and 
the design of existing 
supposedly accessible toilets. 

@ Disabled people can report their 
experiences of accessible toilets in 
city centres by contacting Jo-Anne 
Bichard at j.bichard@ucl.ac.uk 

or tel: 020 7679 8224 


The aim is to help designers, 
architects and planners better 
understand the toilet needs of 
every group of disabled people. 

Bichard was “very, very 
surprised” at the extent of the 
problem. “It is quite a huge 
issue for people’s movement 
within the city,” she says. 

The research teams hopes to 
draw on the views of disabled 
people to design a more 
accessible toilet and build a 


CAN YOUR POWERCHAIR 
D0) THIS? 


e 
VN 


Experience 
the amazing 

Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 

suit all ages. 
Variety of 

seating systems 
fitted 


Call Today — 


01256 
767181 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 
Fax: 01256 768887 


Continence 33 


e Incontact is holding six roadshows across Britain next month to 
promote its Healthy Bladder Campaign and raise awareness. 
Continence experts will be on hand and Pilates instructors will 
demonstrate how exercises can benefit people with the condition. 
The roadshows will take place at: St Enoch, Glasgow, 2 
September; Gyle, Edinburgh, 3 September; Queens Arcade, Cardiff, 7 
September; White Rose, Rhyl, 9 September; Arndale, Manchester, 13 
September; Lakeside, Essex, 15 September 
e The Continence Foundation wants help to promote next month’s 
Continence Awareness Week. The foundation has posters, stickers 
and leaflets to send anyone who can help publicise the issue of 
continence™. It also offers help via its helpline**, staffed by 
continence nurse specialists, who can give advice and direct callers 
to their nearest NHS continence advisory service. 
*Contact lan Holland, tel: 020 7404 6875 
“Tel: 0845 3450165, Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 1m 
e Scope is launching Free2Pee, a campaign to highlight the 
problems disabled people have accessing toilets on a night out. 
The charity is looking for disabled people to survey toilets in 
venues they visit during their night out on Friday, 1 October, the 
day the new access requirements under the DDA become law. 
*“wwwfree2pee.org.uk 
e Incontact has just published Travelling with Confidence, a new 
booklet with information on travelling with a bladder or bowel 
problem. It is free to anyone with a bladder or bowel problem. 
www.incontact.org, tel: 0870 770 3246, email info@incontact.org 
e Two free guides show the continence products that are available 
for children and adults. They’re published by PromoCon, which 
offers advice on continence products, and Ricability, which 
researches issues of interest to disabled consumers. 
www.nicabilityorg.uk 
e RADAR runs the National Key Scheme, which provides a key for 
locked public accessible toilets around the UK. 
www.radarorg.uk, tel: 020 7250 3222 
e Is There An Accessible Loo? (ITAAL), which has been raising 
awareness of the need for accessible away-from-home toilets for six 
years, is desperately short of funds. To help with fundraising or 
campaigning, or to share concerns about the issues, visit 
wwwvitaal.org.uk ITAAL also publishes a database with details of 
more than 4,000 accessible English loos, and is looking for funds to 
expand it to the rest of the UK. 


THE STANNAH POWERCHAIR 


Exclusive to Totally Active, the 
Stannah Powerchair rotates on the 
spot and negotiates sharp corners 
with ease, making it perfect inside 
even the smallest of homes. 


® Adjustable arms and backrest 
® Seat height adjustment 
for total comfort at desk or table 


® All products are fully guaranteed 
and come with 365 days a year backup 


PLUS: WIDE RANGE OF OUTDOOR 
POWERCHAIRS & PORTABLE SCOOTE 


CALL 0800 138 0764 
_ www.totallyactive.co.uk 


MK ORE Die OES 


as °7{Motability = es © 
TOTALLY 


Please send me a FREE brochure O Please call to arrange my free, no obligation home demonstration 0 
Name 

Address 
Postcode Tel. 


Totally Active, Dept 75, FREEPOST, NAT10869, 32 The Avenue, Andover, Hants SP10 3ZY 
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34 Share your problems 


Others are better off 


| ’m an ex-soldier who gets £64.35 incapacity benefit a week 


Dear Ann 


@ love and loneliness 
e bereavement 


from which I have to pay rent and council tax. This is not 

nearly enough for me to live on, and I see some disabled 
people getting much more. I even know some pensioners who 
use their cold weather payments to go on holiday. After eight 
years in the forces, I know I could go to the Army Benevolent 
Fund or even Soldiers’, Sailors’, Airmen and Families 
Association (SSAFA), but why should I have to go to these 
organisations for handouts? 


@ personal problems 
@ advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 

herself, is co-author of the Directory 

for Disabled People and other guides. - 

QS Write to her at Disability Now, m 
6 Market Road, London N7 oP. 

or email your problem to . Hs 

editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Trevor, Cheshire 
You should contact the Army Benevolent Fund and the SSAFA. 
It’s not a question of taking handouts. These funds are set up for 
ex-service people who are having difficulties, who have served 
their country and who, in one way or another, have contributed 
towards these funds. You also need to check that you are getting 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


Going in circles 
use a wheelchair and I started 
having difficulties getting 
around after my right arm 
was half paralysed following a 
stroke. I wanted to use a self- 
propelled chair but when I tried 
one, I found my right arm was 
too weak, so I kept going round 
in circles. Is there any 
adaptation that will evenly 
distribute the pushing power of 
my left arm with a handbrake 
on the weak side for turning? 
Also, following my stroke, I 
find myself needing to get to 
the toilet without much notice. 
I am not incontinent, but when 
I need the loo, I have to get 
there in between five and ten 
minutes. Consequently I don’t 
get out much and when I do, it 
has to be well planned. 
Conrad, by email 
I have spoken to the Disabled 
Living Foundation (DLF). They 
have information on 
wheelchairs for one-handed 
users. If you are in London, you 
should also consider visiting 
the DLF centre to get some 


hands-on experience of the 
chairs. If you live elsewhere in 
the UK, the DLF can tell you 
where your nearest Disabled 
Living Centre is situated. 
Regarding the “urine 
urgency” problem, I suggest 
you contact the Continence 
Foundation helpline. They are 
always very helpful. 
@ Disabled Living Foundation, 
380-4 Harrow Road, London 
W9 2HU. Helpline (local call 
rates), tel: 0845 130 9177, Mon- 
Fri, 10am-1pm 
® Continence Foundation 


helpline, tel: 0845 345 0165 


Don’t belong in home 
am a 38-year-old woman 
with Friedreich’s ataxia who 
uses a wheelchair. When the 

relationship with my 

partner/carer broke up in 2001, 

I left my house and moved to a 

residential home in 

Eastbourne. It seemed the best 

idea at the time. Unfortunately, 

it has proved to be a bad 
decision. Now I want to move 
to Brighton to be near my 
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Woman's Weekly... Guardian... 


parents, but somehow I can’t 
seem to get out of this home. I 
am very unhappy here: I don’t 
belong and find being in 
residential care utterly soul 
destroying. My social worker 
agrees that I should move. 

I have written to everyone on 
the committee of Brighton 
Housing Council and have 
approached the relevant 
housing associations, but with 
little effect. When I am satisfied 
that I’ve pursued every avenue, 
I shall give up, because I simply 
can’t keep on fighting. 

Susan, Eastbourne 

Whatever you do, don’t give up; 
you need only one positive 
answer and you'll be away. 
First, I suggest you contact the 
National Centre for 
Independent Living (NCIL) 
and tell them what you’ve told 
me. NCIL provides 
information and advice on 
personal assistance and 
supports the creation of local 
centres for independent living. 
They should give good advice. 

I also suggest you make an 


More than 200 national newspapers and magazines are now available on 
audio tape or in electronic format for anyone who has difficulty reading. 


All your favourite national titles are available from Talking Newspapers. 
Recorded in our own studios by our experienced team of sound 
engineers and readers, these publications are supplied on quality audio 
tape - many are also available in electronic format for use on a PC. To 
order your FREE catalogue or for further information please call: 


0870 442 9592 


2ader’s Digest... Daily Mail... 


TNAUK 


Web site: www.tnauk.org.uk 


Email: info@tnauk.org.uk 


Hi-Fi News... 


all the benefits to which you are entitled and that you’re not 


paying more rent and taxes than you need to. The Disability 
Alliance will be able to help you on this. 

Life is not always fair and it is easy to look around you and 
see others who seem better off than you; in fact our whole 
society is unfair, but in the meantime, you need to look after 
yourself. There is no point in nursing your pride. 

e The Disability Alliance helpline, tel: 020 7247 8763 


appointment to see your MP. 
Face-to-face contact is always 
better at achieving results and 
getting your MP on side. You 
could ask them to put you in 
direct touch with the Brighton 
MP. If you can’t personally get 
to Brighton, then ask for the 
MP’s direct line and ask for a 
time when it would be 
convenient to call. 

Also, ask your parents to 
contact their MP to say they 


would like you to be near them. 


Although you have not had a 
reply from Brighton Housing 
Council, you might ask your 
parents to contact them as they 


are more local. Finally, your 
social worker should be able to 
put you in touch with a 


Talking Newspaper Association of the 
UK is a registered charity, No: 293656 


National Recording Centre, Heathfield 
East Sussex, TN21 8DB aN 


Time... Cosmopol 


colleague in Brighton. 

e National Centre for 
Independent Living, 250 
Kennington Lane, London 
SE11 SRD, tel: 020 7587 1663 


Long for a friend 

am disabled, very lonely and | 

long to find a female friend to 

share my life with. I just don’t} 
know where to turn. Where do 
I look to find someone? 

' Graham, Aldershot} 

I recommend the Outsiders 
Club. They aim to help 
disabled people find partners to} 
love. Each member receives 
listings of other members,a_ 
booklet of practical suggestions 
on finding partners, as well as 
their magazine, Inside, which 
lists forthcoming events and 
parties. You might also put a 
personal advert in Disability 
Now or in your local paper. 
®@ Outsiders, BCM Box 
Outsiders, London WC1N 
3XX, tel: 020 7354 8291, 
12-4 pm Thursdays 
www.outsiders.org.uk 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and | 
support on personal and | 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 

with a postgraduate diploma 

in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 

need to discuss in 

confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 
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SAVE 51000 on'New’ entty level 


Volkswagen Sharan ‘S’ 


Example price: 2.0 petrol, manual with 
Brotherwood (54" headroom) Conversion 
$25,748.25 Ex Factory 


Now we have made it easier 
for you fo choose 


Th SS 
\ ENE FEA 


From factory fo your home” 


° ee The Brotherwood 
= NETWORK 


provides transport for 
the wheelchair traveller 


The Brotherwood Network 
covers the whole UK, 
enabling us to 
‘oe demonstrate our 
Southport, converted vehicles 
Midlands agent to you at home and 
assess your needs. 


edes Vaneo Klastar i) “i (ea Cambridge, 
F : nd | 2 ea East Anglia agent 
Fiat Multipla “side by Side” A 
Citroen Berlingo : 
2 Bie 


Peugeot Partner 
Renault Kangoo f asf 


ISO 9001:2000 


Phone now for more details and availability, g@ 


ln NERER ICI i q a f se J Visit our websites WWW. brotherwood.com or 
B V4 OTH. KE V4 WOOD , ‘ae wv , www. brotherwood.co.uk for more information on 


AUTOMOBILITY LEM IT ED our complete range of conversions and used sales list 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP (Vs 1 # “ 
Fax: 01935 872853 © e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com NEW OR USED e SHORT & LONG TERM HIRE « FINANCE ° 


AFTER SALES SERVICE #« BUY-BACK SERVICE 
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36 Take a break 


. Hamlet’s nationality (6) 
15. In USA Tim upset by this 


condition! (6) 


ACROSS 


1. Telephone inventor (4) 


8. Ship designed to cut a 17. Very thin pancakes (6) 
channel through ice (10) 18. 
9. Flower-sellers (8) 19: 
of Canada (8) 
(4) 21. Person who looks after a 
12. Refrigerator in the USA firm’s books (10) 


(3-3) 22. Individual fish? (4) 


Skin irritation (4) 
Western prairie province 


10. Red precious gemstone 


CROSSWORD BY JIM MCLAREN * ANSWERS ON PAGE 38 


news e Campaigns e features 
e information e health 
e holidays e jobs e sports 
e arts e and DN Extra, 
our mid-month edition 


Call 
0845 120 7001 


or complete the form and send it to our freepost 


address before 31.08.04 for your £5 discount 
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DOWN 


2. Exhibition and confer- 


Candid Kate 


Kate’s week was good — 


ence venue which has 


been charging disabled and then it became baaaad 


people to use its acces- 
here’s nothing worse than falling 


to earth with a painful bump — 
especially when you’ve been in seventh 
heaven, as I discovered this month. 

Let me explain. I’ve been honoured to be 
involved with a weekend run by a small organisation called 
1 Voice*, which supports families with children who use 
communication aids. 

I was there as a role model for the kids, so I and my PA had 
an excellent couple of days in a countryside manor where there 
were sheep in the next field. Yes, that’s right: REAL LIVE 
SHEEP! Doing whatever real live sheep do (ask someone else 
what real live sheep do if you want to know, because I’m a pure 
city girl and I can’t relate to country things — like what it’s like 
having one wheelchair friendly taxi for the whole village.) 

Anyway, I couldn’t get too friendly with our woolly friends 
because there was a cattle grid stopping power chairs meeting 
the real live sheep. Baa! 

Enough about the sheep, and onto the animals. 

There were about ten kids there and it was brilliant to see 
them just being kids, rather than the only child around who uses |_ 
a special voice box, making them unique and likely to meet 
prejudice and ignorant people. 

Unfortunately this is the bit of the story where things turns BAD. 

On my return, while out at my local shops with a brand new 
PA, we met the most evil patronising old witch, who told my PA 
that she wouldn’t work for long because she’d told the old witch 
she was patronising. This was after the witch had refused to talk | 
to me with respect and metaphorically patted me on the head 
for being a good girl. 

At that moment I was wishing I was back with the sheep; 
patronising sheep are few and far between. 

* 1 Voice: www.1voice.info/ 


sible parking bays (5,5) 


3. Person who is a 


stranger to the truth (4) 


4. This countess is to 
become patron of 
Mencap (6) 

5. Rubbed out (6) 

6. Clark, whose Edinburgh 
Fringe show is called 
The Jim Davidson 
Guide to Equality (8) 

7. Epic Brad Pitt movie (4) 

11. Sport in which Britain 
has high hopes in this 
year’s Paralympic 
Games (10) 

13. Resort on the East 
Sussex coast (8) 

16. Short space of time (6) 

17. Lively high-kicking 
dance performed by a 
female group (6) 

18. Should Blair and Bush 
have invaded this 
country? (4) 

. Small songbirds (4) 


|, 
Alison Lap} 
ae Trafalgar S fle 


ATS y38-43 and on our website " s5tes L 
ee eee eee ee 


DN is free to those receiving means-tested benefits (income support, housing benefit, council tax exemption, 
working tax credit, child tax credit, job seekers allowance). 
Please return this form to Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST NATE1512, Somerset, TA11 6ZA. 
| Ke pay by Direct Debit, please call 0845 120 7001. 
ame: 


| 
I Address: 
i Postcode: 


I We enclose a cheque or postal order for£ ___ (Payable to Disability Now) 
| authorise you to charge my Visa _) Mastercard L) Switch 0) 
eB Card No: D000) OOOO) 0000 0000 Iss No: (Switch only) 


Tel No: 


Valid from: DLV Expiry date: D/O 


Signature: Date: 


DNO8/04 


| Those on means-tested benefits FREE (see details above) _] (photocopied proof required) 


J Individual at home address Tyear £1300 

I Professional/Organisation 1year £230) 

I Europe lyear £280) et 
er applies to one year subs on 

I Rest of World lyear £300) Multiple copy rates available on request 
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dapted vehicle? 


e A fully accessible compact car 


@ Options for up to 4 seats Fiat Doblo Liber 's 


- @ Easy to drive & easy to park Wheelchair accessible estate 
@ Stylish & dignified transportation '£ 
@ Amazingly low running ad e 8 1 9O 


@ Superb value for money 


Best value in the UK e 


Vaurhal wh l ey 5 seats as standard ® 


Petrol or diesel options 
Wheelchair accessible compact ca P . 


£9 995 Up to 61” of head-room «a 
Loads of spacee 
V, W Shan an i Alhambr a Libert y The ultimate accessible MPV@ 


Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Spacious and stylish e 
a 1 9 79 5 Lifts, ramps or low floore 
® True luxury motoring ®@ 
@ ry 
gon Elegant & practicale 


® 5 seats as standard 
@ Beautifully engineered 


e Elegant and discreet Volkswagen New Caravelle 


@ Drives superbly Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV itis widely recognized in the industry that Jubilee 


~ @ Diesel & automatic options £ 1 8, 9 9 5 supply the highest quality accessible vehicles at 
® No po Ss true ERY he OS (SCS DENS UCR 


The biggest choice aK Gal 
Low mileage Used Accessible Vehicles 


Ford Combis Ford Galaxys 

Renault Kangess RenaultEspaces 
Suzuki Wagon Libertys Vauxhall Agilas 
Renauit Trafies 


‘Our aim a Jubilee has always been fo offer 
the best engineered products and the very 
best value for money.” 


Gualfpused adapted vehicles in the UK ae 


“We have a huge choice of low mileage, high qualify pre 
owned adapted mobility vehicles on site a Jubilee, ready to go. 
Please give us a call or check out our web-site for full details..” 


@ Upto 60” of rear head-room NEW Kangoo Famiy sa 


@ Automatic gear-box option eal Abr ciple cor 


® 4 seats come as standard 
@ Option for diesel automatic £ 1 3 995 
@ Truly stylish and discreet @ f 


@ Amazing value formoney »@» 
5 seats come as standard @ 


FT Bong Vaneo Liberty Superbly engineered adaptations @ jag 


The most stylish Kangoo ever @\\ @ a - At Jubilee, we don't accept that there is a need fo compromise 
Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Super easy wheelchair access @ , on style or comfort for the sake of wheelchair accessability. 


£ 1 & G 95 The ultimate Family Kangoo @ © on Our adaptations are always subtle, practical and elegant. ” 
Vexel, Quovis Drive from your wheelchair 


co \NS @ Independent transportation A, € 
roma s © Fully automated access SUZ Al x 
_e : ® Electronic assisted controls 

ine e Economical diesel engine =: B. 


4 We are rapidly becoming the UK market leader for “ Wheeichair 
Driver” cars and MPV’s. Our range is always expanding and our 


Easy to access & drive @ 
compact Suzuki Life or revolutionary new Quovis are unique. “ 


2 additional passengers @ 


> ; Dignified, stylish & practical © a “PLUS.. . DONT FORGET 
ae 7 
i i ir driver’ all of our vehicles are available on our LOW 
e. 995 Bhe ie iaalovwheelcialac vars ~ even NO DEPOSIT Mobility Finance Plans 


Brochures : finance quotations : stock lists : general enquiries oe | ya 502 22 52 


a Motability Home demonstrations and test drives 9781 210 0059 


‘CID Jubilee Automotive Group “a 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 
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reer 


Lucy Andrews answers your questions 


“My elderly neighbour, who is 
active, able and fiercely 
independent, has started to 
forget things. We have a spare 
set of house keys for when she 
locks herself out, but is there any 
equipment around that can help 
her stay safe and independent?” 


Forgetfulness is often part of 
growing older, but sometimes it 
can be the first indication that 
something more serious 1s 
wrong. If you see your 
neighbour’s absent-mindedness 
getting worse, suggest that she 
sees her GP. 

A spare front door key can be 
stored in a Keysafe from Supra 
Uk (08700 539723, 
www.keysafe.co.uk), a small 
box with a digital lock that can 
be screwed to the outside wall. 
If your neighbour uses a number 
code that is imprinted in her 
memory, such as her date of 
birth, she should remember it. 

Keys are often mislaid 
indoors. Having a hook near the 
front door where keys can be 
placed immediately after entry 
can help. The Gadget Shop 
(0870 8400 567 
www.gadgetshop.com) has a 
keyring that will beep and flash 


DN LINAGE 


when you whistle. 

Remembering birthdays and 
appointments can be a problem. 
The Partially Sighted Society 
(01302 323132, 
www.partsight.org.uk) sells a 
wall calendar that has a bold day 
and date display, and reasonable 
space to write down 
appointments. A wall clock that 
displays the day and date can 
also serve as a useful reminder 
(Help the Aged, 0870 770 0441, 
www.helptheaged.org.uk 
/homeshopping). 

Maintaining safety is 
essential. Homes should be 
fitted with smoke alarms (local 
fire brigades often supply and 
fit them for older people); but 
for people with hearing loss 
who might not hear or be 
wakened by the alarm sound, a 


flashing/vibrating signal can be 
used (RNID Sound Advantage, 
tel: 01733 232607, textphone: 
01733 238020, 
www.rnid.org.uk, see above). 
There is a danger with gas 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, 
E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope. org.uk 


e Personal 


LADY, 67, FROZEN shoulder, poor bal- 
ance, needs stick outdoors, would like 
car owner, similar age to share plea- 
sure outings. I’m smart, sociable, 
gsoh. Share expenses. South Yorks. 
Box no: 286 


MAN (54) WLTM a girl for friendship or 
relationship. | walk with a stick and 
need someone to share all these lonely 
hours with, why not drop me a line 
perhaps we can make each other 
happy. Box no: 287 


MY NAME IS Rachel, I am 29, able- 
bodied and attractive, tall with long 
red hair and I have considerable expe- 
rience as a girlfriend surrogate for 
people who have special needs. If you 
would like to explore your sexuality 
in a safe environment. Box no: 288 


LEE, 23, ACQUIRED GF brain injury. 
Intelligent, great sense of humour. 
Likes going out, sport and fun. Seeks 
females of similar age for friendship / 
relationship. Box No: 289 


|» Cars/vans/caravan 
cal 


FORD FOCUS ZETEC Estate 1.6, Y reg. 
Only 14k miles, MOT, fitted with 
swivel seat to front pass side, air con, 
traction control, ABS, alloy wheels, 
£7,500. Tel: 01450 371197. 


NISSAN SERENA 2.3 SLXD M reg, 
Brotherwood conversion, 5 seats plus 
wheelchair, rear ramp, fsh, MOT 
May 05, one previous owner, 56k 
miles. £5,600. Tel: 01983 404552. 


FIAT MULTIPLA TDI, Brotherwood 
side-by-side conversion, reg July 02, 
under warranty, metallic red, 11k 
miles. £15,800. Tel: 01425 626088 


(Bournemouth). 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat, used in a 
Rover Metro, cost £600, asking £150 
ono. Tel: 01253 885324 (Blackpool). 


CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 
Authentique 2002, 15k miles, Cosmic 
Grey, conversion by Gowrings, air 
con, abs, electrically operated door 
mirrors, overhead parcel shelf, 2 rear 
seats with ramp access for w/c passen- 
ger. Excellent condition, still under 
warranty, £8,995. Tel: 01323 733831 
(Eastbourne). 


HYUNDAI SANTAFE 4X4 (4 wheel 
drive), dual control, wheelchair carri- 
er. Auto, air conditioned, sunroof, 
under 2 years’ old, leather seats, 
£15,500. Vauxhall Astra dual control, 
K reg, sunroof, £1,200. Tel Eddy: 
07956 896208. 


CUSTOM-BUILT ELAP seat for Citroen 
Berlingo, retractable armrest on right. 
Cost over £1,000, accept £500 ono. 
Tel: 01689 851889 (day/pm). 


MERCEDES VITO 108CDI, only 7k miles, 
Y reg, 12 months’ MOT, excellent con- 
dition. Fully converted tail lift by Lewis 
Reed, level floor for front seat access. 


£14,500 ono. Tel: 01539 445650. 


VW CARAVELLE SWB 1900c, diesel, N 
reg 1995 manual, seats 5 plus wheel- 
chair. 26k miles, used for disabled 
person who has recently died. Ricon 
side lift, MOT Jan 2005. £7,995 ono. 
Tel: 01923 680349 (Watford area). 
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cookers of leaving the gas on un- 
ignited, or for pans to boil over, 
extinguishing the flame. A gas 
alarm will detect gas and sound 
an alarm (Vivatec, 0870 243 
0999, www.vivatec.co.uk). Some 
systems, such as the Gasguard 
from Fox Systems (01226 
733100, www.water 
guard.co.uk), will automatically 
shut off the gas supply. 
Accidents and considerable 
damage can be caused by a 
bath that has been left to run 
and forgotten about. The 
Noverflow Bath Plug from 
Selective Marketplace 
(0870 128 0404, 
www.premieredition.co.uk) has 
a valve that will open to let out 
water when levels rise too high. 
The Bath Alarm from Aremar 
Uk (01255 551129, www.bath- 
alarm.com) attaches with 
suction to the side of the bath 
and sounds an alarm when 
water makes contact. 
For individual advice contact 
the DLF’s helpline on 0895 130 
9177 or email us at 
advice@dlforguk. A local 
Disabled Living Centre can 
also help. Addresses are on the 
Disabled Living Centres 
Council’s website 
www.dlicc.org.uk 
Lucy Andrews is a senior 
advisor at the DLE 


PEUGEOT EXPERT 1.9TD with 
Constables conversion, Oct 1997, 55k 
miles. Good condition, ramp and elec- 
tric winch. £8,500. Tel: 02920 629414 
(Cardiff). 


CITROEN BERLINGO MULTI- 
space,1600cc, metallic silver, reg Dec 
2001. 11,500 miles only, as new condi- 
tion, fully wheelchair accessible, one 
seat in rear. Sell for £10,500. Tel: 
0208 5246171 (Essex area). 


CHAIRMAN CHRYSLER VOYAGER 3.3 
LX, auto, 2002, short wh, silver, 7k 
miles. G/c, 8 mnth tax. 1 owner. 
Rear entry Gowrings conversion. 4 
seats + wheelchair. £14,950 ono. 
Tel: 01252 613429. Email: jan- 
paul@ukgateway.net 


FORD COURIER VAN 1.3 with Poyntings 
conversion incl rear ramp, seats 5 plus 
wheelchair. K reg, 53k miles, full 
MOT, only 2 owners. £2,800 ono. 
Tel: 07909 697232. 


FIAT MULTIPLA 1.9JTD 115 ELX 
with Brotherwood conversion 
enabling wheelchair user to sit 
beside driver, 2 folding rear seats, 
CD player/radio, air con, alarm, air 
bags, underfloor storage. Sept 03 
reg, 2,500 miles, warranty until 
October 06. £19,950. Tel: 01789 
748104 or 07979 705843 (Warks). 


VW 888 MULTIVAN with side windows. 
2500ce diesel manual. Constables con- 
version, wheelchair fixings plus 2 extra 
seats, rear ramp, winch etc. Reg Sept 
2002, Paprika red, 17870 miles. 
Exceptional condition. £11,750. Tel: 
0117 9687235 or 07785 515363 (Bristol). 


Publications 


Disability Alliance has 
published the latest edition 
of the Disability Rights 
Handbook, which is a guide 
to benefits and services for 
disabled people, their 
families and carers. £14.90. 
Tel: 020 7247 8776, or see 
www.disabilityalliance.org 


The Foundation for People 
with Learning Disabilities has 
published No Box to Tick, by 
John Swinton, a booklet for 
carers of people with learning 
disabilities. The latest in a 
series of publications on 
religion and spirituality from 
the Foundation, the booklet 
is based on a research project 
that explored the importance 


Correction 


ACROSS: 


1. Bell 8. Icebreaker 
9. Florists 10. Ruby 12. Ice-box 
14. Danish 15. Autism 

17. Crepes 18. Itch 

19. Manitoba 21. Accountant 
22. Sole 


NISSAN VANETTE CARGO 60 2.3 diesel, 
R Reg, 54k miles, aqua green, full 
Brotherwood conversion, rear ramp 
access for wheelchair. Seats 4 plus two 
manual wheelchairs or one electric 
wheelchair. Good condition, £6,500. 
Tel: 0151 625 7955. 


RENAULT TRAFIC SL27 dcil00 53 
reg (Dec 03) 6k miles, Lewis Reed 
conversion, Ricon lift, air con, elec- 
tric windows, CD player. 
Condition as new, £15,000. Tel 
Tania Salkind: 01634 815373 or 
mobile: 07703 574330 (Kent area). 


FORD ESCORT VAN 1.4 petrol M reg, 
30k miles, MOT, taxed, very good 
condition, auto, back ramp. Lowering 
suspension, raised viewing window. 
£5,500 ono. Tel: 020 8959 0398 or 
mobile: 07876 505263. 


DAIHATSU HIJET VAN, petrol, lpg, eco- 
nomical, 23 months old, 2,500 miles 
on clock, ramps to transport 
Shoprider scooter. Serviced, well 
maintained, £5,250 ono. 6 months’ 


tax and 1 year roadside recovery. Tel: 
01446 418873 (Wales). 


MERCEDES V220 CDI 2002, top of 
the range ‘Ambiente’, auto, only 
20k miles. Leather, air con, cd, cur- 
tains, fridge. Detachable rear load- 
ing (Interbility) wheelchair ramp. 
£18,500. Tel: 07786 176507 or 
01372 466695 or 07801 638841. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 2.0 J reg, with 
Brotherwoods conversion, full MOT 
and tax, vgc. Sale due to bereave- 
ment, £4,490. Tel: 01782 214487 
(Stoke-on-Trent). 


of spirituality to people with 
learning disabilities. £2. Tel: 
020 7802 0304, or see 
www.learning 
disabilities.org.uk 


Radcliffe Medical Press has 
published Music and 
Meaning: Opening Minds in 
the Caring and Healing 
Professions, by Mary 
Butterton, with a foreword by 
Julian Lloyd-Webber. The 
book explores the importance 
of music in neuroscience, 
developmental psychology 
and psychoanalysis, and 
discusses its relevance in 
counselling and therapy. 
£23.50. Tel: 01235 528820, or 
see www.radcliffe-oxford.com 


In last month’s piece “Let’s Get Mobile”, it is the RNID and 
Vodafone who have launched the Nokia Communicator 9210i, 
not the RNIB as stated. Apologies for the error. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 


DOWN: 


2. Earl’s Court 3. Liar 
4. Wessex 5. Erased 
6. Laurence 7. Troy 
11. Basketball 13. Brighton 
16. Moment 17. Cancan 
18. Iraq 20. Tits 


VW SHARAN ESTATE S model 1,9 TDI 
Reg. Late 2001 Silver. High Spec. 
FSH. Still under Warranty. 
Automotive conversion, with folding 
ramp. Carries 6 inclu. Wheelchair 
FREE delivery UK mainland. £12,750 
ono. Tel: 01620 894990. 


CITROEN BERLINGO MULTISPACE. 
1.61 16v. Sep '02 reg. 8.5k miles. 
Lowering chassis & conversion for 
wheelchair passenger. Blue. Full- 
length sunroof, alarm, rad/cass, 
ABS, Fsh, immaculate condition. 
£9,300 ono.Tel: 01372 454684 
(Surrey). 


VW SHARAN S$ model, T reg (1999), 2 
litre, carries 4 plus wheelchair plus 
driver. Full Automotive conversion 
incl ramp, lowered floor and clamp- 
ing system. 50k miles, only one 
owner, pas, automatic, front e/win- 
dows, MOT expires March 05. £8,000 
ono. Tel: 07974 837541. 


¢ Wheelchairs/scoo! c rr 


INFINITY GLIDE 4-wheel motor scooter 
nearly new (Aug 2003), metallic silver 
with battery charger, swivel seat, bas- 
kets, lights, horn, cover, manual. Easy 
to ride. £1, 500 ono. Tel: 020 7584 |} 
3613 (Chelsea). 


SUNRISE 4-WHEELED wheelchair, bat- 
tery and charger control, armrest and 
adjustable legrests. Unused, £1,700 
ono. Tel: 01246 279865. 


KARMA MANUAL WHEELCHAIR, light- 
weight (11 kgs), 16“ seat, vgc, folds to 
fit in car. £200 ono. Tel: 01494 | 


785778. 
More linage, see pg 41] | 


: e For Sale 


¢ Recruitment (on page 39 to 42) 


Classified 39 


) WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


) 2003 03 Sharan Automotive Group TDi SPort, 17,000 miles, 1 owner £18,250 


) 2002 02 VW Caddy TDi, Invatravel, 11,000 miles £10,995 
) 2001 X Zaphira Chairman 1.6 Comfort,1 owner, 7,000 miles £15,995 
» 2000 X Brotherwood Sharan TDi, Manual, 30,000 miles £19,250 
) 2000 X Suzuki Wagon R Jubilee, 1 owner, 20,000 miles £6,750 
» 2000 W VW TD, Auto, Air Con, Ramp, 27,000 miles £12,750 
» 2000 W Mercedes V220 CDi Ambiente, side lift £19,995 
) 2000 W Mercedes V200 CDi, Trend, side lift, 30,000 miles £16,995 
! 2000 W Brotherwood Galaxy TDi, Auto, raised roof, Ghia £16,995 
/ 1999 V Fiat Ulysses Jubilee, Air Con, 34,000 miles £9,995 
1999 V Peugeot Expert TD Hill Grau, 5+ chair A/C £12,500 
’ 1999 V Escort Chairman diesel, 44,000 miles, PAS, 1 owner £8,495 
| 1999 T Peugeot Expert Constables, 40,000 miles £9,500 
' 1999 T Toyota Cruiser, petrol, PAS, c/l, 1 owner, 40,000 miles £7,995 
) 1998 R Kangoo 1.9D Gleneagles, PAS, 27,000 miles £7,995 
) 1998 R Sharan Automotive TDi, Auto, 1 owner £10,995 

VW Transporters & Caravelles Choice of 10 
' Mercedes Vito’s Choice of 6 
: Kangoo & Berlingo models Choice of 7 
| Trafic & Vanette Cargo models Choice of 9 


| A selection of 80 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 


4 anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


CLARKE MOBILITY 01634 243596 
SNODLAND, KENT www. gfclarke.com 


| Quality Used Adapted Vehicles 


The biggest and best choice in the UK 
Wheelchair Accessible & Wheelchair Drivers 


R Peugeot Expert diese Iwith chair lift £7,995 
V_ Volkswagen Combi diesel low floor £8,495 
W” Renault Kangoo Auto's accessible £9,995 
V_ Toyota Hi-aces ramps + 4 seats from £7,995 
03 Suzuki Wagon Auto Low floor & ramp £9.995 
V_ Renault Kangoo low floors from £7,995 
03 Grand Voyager Liberty. Low floor £24,995 
V Renault Espace 2.2 Dti Lowered floor £14,995 
53 Citroen Berlingo 1.6 Low floors £12,995 
x VW Caravelle diesels. Ramps/winches £12,495 
51 Citroen Dispatch diesel low floor £11,995 


Y VW fully automated wheelchair driver £19,995 
Ww Renault Trafic diesel .. very low mileage £9,995 


03 Renault Kango’s with lowered floors £11,995 
Pp Renault Trafic with ramp & lux trim £5,995 
y Renault Kangoo diesel low floor 9,995 


Over 50 Mobility vehicles in stock from £3,995 
Low or even NO DEPOSIT Mobility Finance Plans 


0121 502 2252 Gear 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Rd. South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adamprice.avr@tiscali.co.uk 


and adults, from £180-£380 
Tel: 01622 815615 
info@missioncycles.co.uk 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


WHEELCHAIRS UK, DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURERS, LESS THAN 1/2 PRICE, 
BPEGIAL OFFER, £195.00, DELIVERY, TOP 
OF RANGE, LIGHTWEIGHT, 0800 043 5278. 


— DN is not responsible for claims made 
in the adverts it prints. Readers are advised to check 


claims with advertisers before relying on them. 


Area Managers Opportunities 


Up to £30K + Car 


scepe 


Outer London / Southern Counties - North West England - East Anglia & Leicestershire 


Competition in retail is rife, it's tough out there - it takes hard work, 
determination and a commercially focussed approach to lead the 
| 


To request an application pack please email 
retail.recruitment@scope.org.uk quoting reference NATW/AM/1558 
or telephone 0208 774 7535/7572 


nswer service), stating the area of interest. 


is 


Essex Coalition of Disabled People (ECDP) is a local organisation run 
and controlled by disabled people. We are hoping to recruit a suitably 
qualified disabled person for the following post: 


Essex Direct Payment User Network 
(DPUN) Co-ordinator 


(NIC 25-28, £18,583 - £20,466 + pension — pay award pending) 


The post holder will be required to maintain and develop the Essex 
Direct Payment Users Network and to work alongside DPUN members to 
promote the take up and development of Direct Payments in Essex. 


We are looking for a highly motivated person, preferably someone with 
personal experience of Direct Payments, who will posses the necessary 
skills to strengthen and build on the existing network. 


The position is subject to fixed funding for 18 months from the Direct 
Payments Development Fund, but this could be renewed subject to 
successful applications for further funding. Assistance will be provided 
to obtain the necessary support for the post holder from ‘Access to Work’ 
where appropriate. Job Share considered. 


Closing date for applications: Thursday 19th August 2004. 
Interviews to be held on: Thursday 2nd September 2004. 


To receive an information pack and application form please contact 
ECDP at the address below, quoting Ref: DPUN1. 


Tel/Fax: (01245) 382176 © Text phone: (01245) 382524 © Email: info@ecdp.co.uk 
ECDP, Unit 7, Whitelands, Terling Road, Hatfield Peverel, Essex, CM3 2AQ 


—] 
WANTED: Diversity Trainers 
Who Want To Make A Difference 


We are looking for bright and talented Diversity Trainers on 
a freelance basis. 


You should have a sound understanding of the full training 
cycle, be fully conversant with diversity issues within a 
consultancy framework, be confident interacting with 
delegates from a wide range of backgrounds, including 
senior management, and be able to write reports suitable 
for presentation to clients. You should be educated to 
graduate level with a professional training qualification, 
ITOL, CIPD or equivalent work experience. 


We offer a challenging and stimulating work environment, 
and competitive fees. 

lf you want to do the kind of training that contributes to 
fairness, equality and effectiveness in organisations, send a 
covering letter and CV (quoting job reference DT/DN) to: 


Mira Magecha, HR Executive, Focus Consultancy Ltd, 
38 Grosvenor Gardens, London, SW1W OEB 


or focusjobs@focus-consultancy.co.uk. 


WANTED 


Freelance Writers on 
disability subject matter. 


For further information contact 


Julie Twose at Disability Link 
Tel: 0117 954 7374 


e-mail: 
sales@disabilitylink.com 
LOOKING FOR A LIVE-IN 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT? 
E &C Recruitment find Personal 
Assistants for you to choose from. 
Visit www.e-and-c-recruitment.co.uk 


or 01329 835965 for more info. 


Business Opportunity 


Run your own access business. Now! 


The DDA has created an 
enormous opportunity. 


Good Access UK is a unique access, training 
and equipment franchise, enabling 
motivated people to establish a nationally 
branded access consultancy in their locality. 


To register your interest, visit 
www.goodaccess.biz or call Melony 
Medhurst on 01452 887776 today. 


* Holiday (cont’d p40) 
LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 


3 single-storey holiday cottages, no steps 
or ramps, in beautiful rural location 
overlooked by 12th century castle. 

For brochure phone 01558 823 059 
www. vacationcottagesWales.com 


CUMBRIA Idyllic & peaceful beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter Lakeshore Lodges 5 cosy lodges 
(1 accessible), 2 luxury lodges (both accessible) 
with accessible sauna, whirlpool bath, log burner 
etc. Lakeside paths, lake (via wheely boat) and 
shop all accessible. Resident Otters. Own rowing 
boat. 01228 576661. www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk 


Safaris to Kenya 


Specialist Safaris for people with 
disabilities. Customised to your 
needs. Lift equipped vehicles. 
Great wildlife viewing. 
www.greenleopard.com 
safaris@greenleopard.com 


00 254 20577304 (Kenya) 


Brittany Cottage to let. 
Adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 

Tel (01924) 499220. 
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} en-suite. Our own swimming pool and grass 


j Award winning holiday cottages on working 
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¢ Holidays (cont'd) ¢ Recruitment (on page 39 to 42) 


Holiday Service for Deaf/HoH People 
in La Marina by San Fulgencio 
The beach is ca. 5km far from La Marina 
(San Fulgencio) 

Holiday House with Pool (Hotel with 
single or double rooms unsuited) 
Care through personnel 
Whole year for rent 
Fax, email existing 
TV with a many English programmes 
Fond of children 
A lot of Parties, Christmas, Sylvester etc. 
Excursions and guided tours 
with sign language 
Boat trip 
Guided tour 
Book now for 2004/2005 
dreamholiday@btinternet.com 
Fax: 020 7272 9022 
Minicom: 020 7272 4648 


The Algarve, Portugal 


Small hotel owned and run by English family. 
Home from home. Happy and friendly. Home 
cooked food. Diets catered for. All bedrooms 


bowling green. Golfing bookings can be made. 
We are fully equipped for wheelchair users, 
their families and friends. Met at Faro airport. 
For brochures and flights with A.T.0.L. agents, 
tel: 00 351 289 396589, fax: 00 351 289 394924. 


HARTGROVE FARM, DORSET 


farm. A really lovely holiday for disabled 
guests and their families. Glorious countryside 
and views. Logfires, C.H. mobile hoist and 
other equipment. Care homes very welcome. 
Tel: 01747 811908 
www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


Cornwall - Nr Truro. 

Newly converted barn on small family 
farm. Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Ensuite bathrooms. Sleeps 4. For details 
contact Esme Eyles 01726 883240 or 
www.treworgansfarm.co.uk 


Cornwall — Accessible Country Lodges 
Purpose-built for disabled guests. Sleeps six people. 
Minutes from beaches and Eden Project. Includes use 
of communal indoor swimming pool and bar. 
Call Winged Fellowship Trust: 0845 345 1971. 
www.wft.org.uk Registered Charity No. 295072 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available for rent. 
Reasonable rates. If you are looking for peace and quiet, 
warm weather, good food and wine, this is the place for 


you. Call or fax Ed Passant on 01233 731 097 or e-mail: 


ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. Hoist and electric bed. On working farm — 
peaceful location, central for beaches and tourist 
attractions. Indoor heated swimming pool. Also B&B. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


10 MINUTES 
FROM DISNEYLAND 


Florida villa owned by 
paraplegic. Sleeps up to 12, 
fully accessible and large. 
King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in 
shower. Large pool with water 
operated seat for a disabled 
person. A holiday you can take 


with confidence. Contact John 


Gillett on: 01805 601147. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


BRYN MEIRION LODGE 


Amlwch Road, Benllech, Anglesey, North 
Wales, LL74 8SR. Tel: 01248 853118 
Hotel adapted for wheelchair users. Ensuite 
specialised rooms with ceiling hoists and 
electric beds. Also available | self-catering 
unit. Book now to avoid disappointment. 
www.brynmeirioniodge.co.uk 


INFORMATION OFFICER 


for Disabled Parents in North London. 


personal experience an advantage. 


No telephone requests for application packs, please. 


TV PRESENTERS WANTED 


Can you act, sing and dance? 


Are you good at sport? 


Are you brave, intelligent, witty and hardworking? 


Could you cope with the pressure of TV? 


Could you interview anybody? 


Above all, can you be yourself? 


If you can say 'yes' to most of the above, 


send a CV, photograph and showreel 


(no more than 3 minutes) to: 


PO BOX 48325, LONDON W112 6YT 


We will only be contacting those shortlisted. 


BIRKDALE PAEDIATRIC & ADULT NEURO CLINIC 
PHYSITOTHERAPHY 


[Treatment programmes combining therapy and play 
for babies, children and adolescents with Cerebral palsy, 
Down Syndrome, stroke, head injury, Tumour, 
Dyspraxia, Low tone and slow development 

Tel / Fax: 020 8998 9403 


website: www.neuro-physio.co.uk 


Live how YOU wantto... 


ENA provide specialist “live-in” care, tailored 
to the individual needs of our clients. 


¢ Retain your independence in the comfort of your own home 
with ‘one-to-one’ help 

* All of our Carers/Personal Assistants undergo our own training 
programme before being placed with a client 

¢ 24 hour/7 day ‘back up’ 


Established 10 years in London and the Home Counties... now very 
pleased to be able to offer this service in the North East!! 


Give us a call on 08451 668334 north East 
08456 442294 London & Home Counties 


Alternatively, take a look at our website 


p= 
Www.ena.co.uk 


‘ee 
European Nursing Agency Ltd. —UKHCA— 


Smallford Lane, St Albans, Herts. AL4 OSA 
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Disability, Pregnancy and Parenthood international 


web: http:/Awww.dppi.org.uk/ 


Disability, Pregnancy & Parenthood International (DPPI): A national service providing information direct 
to parents, prospective parents, professional workers and others on disability and parenthood. 


P/T 28 hours p.w. Salary £20,696 (pro rata on NJC point 31+; pay award pending). Based at National Centre 


To be part of a team of Information Officers running enquiry service; researching and producing information 
resources to high standard; working collaboratively with other providers to ensure information provision. 


Excellent communication skills required. Awareness and sensitivity to issues facing disabled parents essential; 


Closing date for receipt of completed application forms: 14 August 2004. Interviews early September. 


For an application pack contact us via email: kevin@dppi.org.uk 


Assistant Access Officer 


Up to £26,241 
Ref: PL1723 


Redbridge is fully committed to overcoming physical and attitudinal barriers to an inclusive 
environment. Based within the Building Control Section of the Planning Department, you 
will take forward work that has been developed over the last five years. The post has a 
wide brief, working with colleagues across all departments of the Council, and liaising with 
the community and other organisations. 


You will need to have a thorough understanding of the issues that face people with physical 
and sensory impairments, together with experience of identifying barriers to access and of 
advising on how to overcome them. You will carry out access audits on Council buildings, 
and give advice to building developers, owners or managers in the commercial and 
voluntary sector on how to make existing buildings accessible. You will need a thorough 
knowledge of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and the Building Regulations Part M 
and be able to read and interpret plans in order to advise on both planning and building 
control applications. 


You should have good communication skills, both oral and written, and have the ability to 
bring about change. 


Please quote reference number when applying. 
Interview Date: Wednesday 15th September 2004 
Closing Date: Friday 20th August 2004 


To apply call “Redbridge Direct” on 020 8708 5835 between 8am and 8pm Monday to | 
Friday, Saturday 9am - 1pm, or e-mail jobs@redbridge.gov.uk. or visit our website to 
download an application form and further details. 


Fe4 Available on 020 8554 9884. 


Redbridge is actively working to promote equal opportunities for 
women, people from ethnic minorities, people with disabilities and other 
groups. Jobs are available on full, part time or job share basis. 
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For more Job Opportunities visit our website on: 


www.redbridge.gov.uk 


National disability consultancy seeks 
experienced disability and diversity 
trainers for freelance work. 


For further information, please 
contact info@accessmattersltd.co.uk 
or call 01722 435613. 


— DN is available on tape, disk and by 


e-mail. Contact Talking Newspapers, see contents, page 2. 


eee 


Dyspraxia Foundation 
Conference ‘Working Together’ 
12-13 November 2004 in 
Birmingham West Midlands 

A two day conference for medical 
and educational professionals 
supporting children with neuro- 
developmental disorders. 

Keynote speakers: Dr Paul Shattock; 

lan Jordan and Dr Madeleine Portwood. 
Cost includes: Workshops, exhibition 
and lunch. £110 per day or £210 for 
two days (10% discount to members) 
Contact: Dyspraxia Foundation, 

8 West Alley, Hitchin, Herts SG5 1EG 
tel: 01462 455016 or email: 

admin @dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk 


ROAD KNIGHT MAXI electric scooter 
with battery charger, speed settings, 
basket and full instruction manual. 
With kerb climbers, front and rear 
lights. Only 4 months old, cost £2,500, 
asking £990. Tel: 01462 815262. 


F55 SUNRISE POWERCHAIR. New, 
never been used. Cost £4,500, asking 
£3,500 ono. Tel Eddy: 07956 896208. 


PRIDE RANGER ELECTRIC scooter with 
charger, speed 4 - 8 mph, max range 
30) miles on full charge, with rear bas- 
ket, stick holder, kerb climbers, front 
and rear lights and indicators. Black, 
only used twice, with full operating 
instructions. Asking £1,900. Tel: 
01494 785778. 


TITANIUM CYCLONE WHEELCHAIR, 20” 
wide seat, 25” wheels. Cost £2,950 
new, 8 months ago. In immaculate 
condition, asking £600 ono. Tel: 
)2476 732832 (Warks). 


POWERCHAIR CONVENTIONAL FOLDING 
indoor/outdoor cost £2400 only half 
hours indoor use + attendant con- 
rols, as new £675. Tel: 01205 361953 
Lincs). 


NVACARE SPECTRA PLUS very 
ittle use, good condition, two new 
yatteries, seat raises, 5 speeds, joystick 
-ontrol, seat approx 450 mm wide. 
£1,250 ono. Tel: 01235 210635. 


DQ POWERTRIKE, VERSATILE electric 
wheelchair, readily collapsed to | 
it into a car boot. For more 
nformation, see manufacturer’s web 
ite www.pdqmobility.com. In excel- 
ent condition, used only twice. 
Sought for £1500, will accept | 
[750 ono. Buyer must have means 
yf collection or pay for delivery. 
Contact (029) 20753361 or email: 
lebbie@schwartz55.fsnet.co.uk 


VANGAR HANDY BATHER, unused. Free 
Jemo/assessment by Mangar if 
desired. Also free first service. £550 
no. Tel: 01368 862342 (ansaphone 
or message if necessary). 


ALBANY BATHLIFT, BOUGHT 3 years 
igo, never been used. Cost £595, £150 
mo. Tel: 01753 579072. 


VIANGAR HANDY BATHER, under a year 
yd with free service and demonstra- 
ion by the manufacturer. £250. Tel: 
)7843 583156. 


2 FOLDING RAMPS, 72” long. £75 ono 
or both. Tel: 01753 579072. 


3EALIFT BATH STRETCHER, fits over | 
yath, child age between 3 and 8. £50. 
(GA Attendant control wheelchair 
yattery, £200. Outdoor/indoor canvas | 
\irchair. £250. Ring for details. Tel: | 
)1785 715391 (Staffs). 


THREE ALVEMA PUSHCHAIRS: Alvema 
300 (suit 4-8yrs) £150; Alvema 400 
suit 8-13 yrs) £200; Alvema Trax 
suit 12-18 yrs) £450. Various acces- 
ries included. Tel: 01904 608126 
York)or email: tct@ohm.york.ac.uk 


Classified 41 


If you have a disability or health 
condition that affects your chances 
of finding or keeping a job, ask 

to see a Disability Employment 
Adviser, based in your local 
Jobcentre Plus office and Jobcentre. 


They can provide: 


et oH trainina 
e inrormation on training 


e support with benefit entitlement and 
programmes like New Deal, and 


e advice on employing people 
with disabilities. 


Contact your local Jobcentre 
Plus office or Jobcentre for 
further information. 
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re ae Part of the Department 
V.UIK for Work and Pensions 


DIAL South Worcestershire 


(Registered Charity No 1085677) 


Disability Information Advice Line 


Full-time Welfare Benefits Adviser 
Salary scale SO1 pt 29-31 £21282 - £22689 


To assist people with disabilities and their carers 
Welfare Benefit Information and Advice including 
casework up to disability benefit appeal tribunals. 


Closing Date 13 August 2004 for application form and 
job description apply to 54 Friary Walk, CrownGate 
Centre, Worcester WR1 3LE 


Telephone 01905 27790 © email: mail@dialsworcs.org.uk 


DIAL South Worcestershire is an equal opportunities employer 
DIAL welcomes applications from disabled people 


Post funded until February 2007 by The Big Lottery Fund 


WWW. DISABILITIES.AFREEPRESS.COM 
An E-Newspaper designed to promote 
social and economic inclusion. If you 
would like to submit an article con- 
tact John on: Tel/Fax: 0151 933 4809. 
E-Mail:perryjohn1962@yahoo.co.uk 


F55 SUNRISE POWERCHAIR, virtually 
£3,000. Mitsubushi 
Spacewagon, F reg, £500. Adapted 
hand/foot control Astra £900, in 
good condition, auto. Tel: 07956 
896208. 


unused, 


LONDON N1 WHEELCHAIR accessible 
flat, one/two bedrooms, share lovely 
garden, blue badge space. From 
October. Rent £240/week excl. Tel: 
020 7254 6455 (ansaphone). 


WERE YOU AT Martindale School, 
Hounslow? I am __— seeking 

| teachers/pupils/relatives who remem- 
ber Martindale School, for research. 
Tel 020 8357 8018 or 
Ssramnani@aol.com. Information 
will be treated confidentially. 


AUTOCHAIR TOP BOX £600 ono. Tel: 
01553 630264 (Kings Lynn, Norfolk). 


Marketing Executive 
£19,189-£21,383 (incl. ILW) 


DN is looking for someone who would enjoy promoting the 

UK’s leading disability newspaper and its website, producing 
ideas, sourcing reader offers and attending exhibitions. You must 
have at least six months’ marketing experience, preferably in 
publishing and should be highly organised, with excellent written 
and communication skills, creative and flexible. Circulation and 
subscriptions knowledge would be an advantage. The job involves 
some overnight travel in the UK. 


Contact lucy.howard@scope.org.uk, or telephone: 020 7619 7323 
for an application form, disk or tape, to be returned by 31 August. 
Disability Now is published by Scope in London. Disabled 
applicants welcome. 

Charity No. 208231 
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¢ Recruitment (on page 39 to 42) 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 
LEONARD CHESHIRE” 
a 
Leonard Cheshire is the UK's largest voluntary sector provider of support to 


disabled people, supporting over 21,000 disabled people in the UK. 
The charity campaigns for the rights of disabled people in the UK. 


Senior Press Officer 


£29,200 PER ANNUM CENTRAL LONDON 
This new role will see you strategically contributing to our organisational objectives, 
along with dealing with day to day media enquiries, press releases and pieces for a range of 
publications. Working proactively, you'll look for every appropriate opportunity to promote 
us in the media and build relationships with key journalists. You must be happy to travel and 
work outside normal office hours. 

You will have a minimum of 4 years in-house Press & PR experience, which will include being 
able to sell story ideas/features and produce written material for a range of audiences. 
An excellent communicator, you'll be articulate, credible, highly organised and flexible. 
You will also have previous experience of supervising staff. 


Media & PR Officer - 
Events & International 


£26,300 PER ANNUM CENTRAL LONDON 


You'll be responsible for devising and implementing media campaigns on UK based 
fundraising events and international activities. You will liaise with a wide range of regional 
and national media and have at least two years previous experience in a busy in-house 


ess/pr environment with a proven track record of achieving positive press coverage. 
5u should have strong media handling ability and excellent written and verbal 

communication skills. 

Experience of working in the voluntary or public sector is essential for both roles. 

Application packs can be downloaded from the website at 

www.leonard-cheshire.org or email recruit@Ic-uk.org 

Alternatively fax 020 7802 8270. 


The closing date for completed applications is Friday | 3th August 2004. 


Interviews will be held between 25th and 27th August 2004. at Moy, 

Website: www.leonard-cheshire.org IWS 
x cies are subject to standard or enhanced disclosure. ESS 
Rosen acer 


The General Welfare of the Blind is a registered 
charity operating a toiletry production factory. 
We employ visually impaired and other 
disabled staff in association with the Jobcentre 
Plus Workstep Programme. 


We require a Training Manager for two days 
a week to co-ordinate all existing training 
programmes which incorporate factory 
based learning skills, NVQ training courses and 
literacy and numeracy classes. The preparation 
of individual Development and Action Plans 
for new and existing staff is particularly 
important. 

Close liaison will be required with Jobcentre 
Plus staff and ALI Inspectors. 

Applicants should have a background in 
training and development in an industrial 


environment as well as experience of working 
with people with disabilities. 


We are committed to equality of opportunity 
in employment. 


Please write in the first instance with CV to: 


Mr G.P. Robinson, Chief Executive, 
The General Welfare of the Blind, 
276 York Way, London N7 9PH 


CONDITIONS 


Disability Now maintains the right to amend or withdraw linage adverts without prior notice. All adverts must comply 


with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 


Telephone numbers and addresses will not be placed in personal adverts, for confidentiality. Instead, Box 
numbers will be provided. Likewise, telephone numbers and addresses will not be given out over the telephone if 


requested. 


This is a key commercial role, responsible for overseeing 
all operational, sales, marketing and manufacturing 
activities within our building products operation, with a 
brief to develop business and strategic plans, which add : 
value to overall performance and enable double digit 
growth/profitability. 


Business 
Manager 


Building Products 


Excellent Package, Inc Car 
Based Oldham 


With a focus on identifying new and additional business | 
opportunities, particularly in the local authority and social 
housing market, your role will also require the ability to 
deliver maximum customer satisfaction and introduce a 
continuous improvement culture across the board. 
Providing a range of high 
quality supply chain 
solutions and manufacturing 
services to a growing 
customer base, Workscope is 
a developing, multi-site 
business within the National 
Remploy Organisation - the 
UK’s largest provider of 
employment opportunities 
to disabled people. 


From a general management background, including 
exposure to operational and commercial activities, you 
should have proven experience in a similar senior level 
role, ideally including a knowledge of contracting 
procedures. Alongside this, we also expect an open 
management style and excellent leadership skills, plus the 
ability to add real value to an increasingly successful 
business. 


To apply, please write with full CV and salary 
details, to: Claire Roberts, HR Department, 
Remploy Ltd, Britannia Road, Banbury, 
Oxon OX16 5DP. 

Email: claire.roberts@remploy.co.uk 

Closing date: 6th August 2004. 


REMPIOYioiscope gy 


e Events 


Trafalgar Square, Saturday 4 September 2004 1pm — 6pm 


Liberty is a free one-day festival organised by the Mayor of 
London in association with Greater London Action on Disability. 
The festival is a showcase for the talents of disabled artists, 
musicians and groups and includes performances by: 


Susan Hedges + Band e Ist Chancers @ Nasty Girls @ Sidiki Conde 
Muskaan Dance Group @ Caroline Parker and Minika Green 


More names to be announced... 


Plus family arts workshop, stalls and displays 


For further information: www.london.gov.uk 
email: liberty@london.gov.uk 

Tel: 020 7983 4100 

Minicom: 020 7983 4458 

Recorded Information Line: 020 7983 4277 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


DEADLIINE 


Disability Now September 2004 
published 28 August. 


Box Numbers can be requested for non-personal adverts. However, it may limit the response to it. If you want to 
pe palcs documents, goods or services contact Patrick Durham-Matthews (tel: 020 7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331 

inage adverts can only be used by private individuals. All commercial en uiries must b ; : i : 
Gresham (see contact details above). : bare to 


DN cannot accept responsibility for loss or damage of adverts or letters during forwarding. It is the responsibility 
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Classified deadlines: Booking: 
13 August. Copy: 17 August. 


TAKE A BREAK 


Fem a weekend in Blackpool? DN is offering you the 


chance to win a weekend for two worth £260 at 
Blackpool’s premier hotel, The Hilton Blackpool. The 
hotel has recently improved its disabled facilities with newly 
refurbished accessible bedrooms. Each bedroom includes a 
walk-in shower, panic alarms and accessible light switches. 
All the facilities are fully accessible to ensure an enjoyable stay. 
The town itself is one of Britain’s most popular holiday 
destinations. With its 12 miles of Promenade, Blackpool boasts 
a huge variety of attractions and entertainment to suit all tastes. 
Whether you want to paint the town or take it slow, Blackpool 
has something for everyone. 
For your chance to win this fantastic weekend away, just tick 
Blackpool in the entry form. Subject to availability. 
For more information about Hilton Hotels or Blackpool visit 
www-.hilton.com or www.visitblackpool.com 


Hilton 


Blackpool 


SUMMER READING 


hy not sit back and relax with a good audio book this summer? Thanks to Waterstone’s, 
VW: has five more tapes to give away. Take your pick from Sandor Marai’s Embers (1), 
published in Budapest in 1942 but unknown to modern readers until last year, the story 
of a reunion between an old aristocrat and a friend after several decades; The Art of Travel by Alain 
| de Botton (2) — What makes us want to travel? What are we looking for? Does it change us? Or how 
| about Annie Hawes’ Ripe for the Picking (3), an Englishwoman in Italy is surprised and delighted 
} by the strange twists and turns of Ligurian life; The Story of Lucy Gault by William Trevor (4), set 
| in 1921, the tale of an eight-year old girl who forces her parents to stay in their much-loved family 
home despite no longer being welcome in Ireland. Marian Keyes’ Angels (5) the story of a woman 
who has always done everything right, until the day she leaves her 
husband and runs away to Hollywood. 
Just tick your preferred book on the entry form. 
For more information about any Waterstone’s titles contact your local branch 


| or visit www.waterstones.co.uk 
WATERSTONE'S 
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READ BY FRANCES 1¢ a © 


READ BY NIAMEE CUSACK 


Training Systems. All their gym equipment and 
exercise products are effective, portable and adapt- 
able, making them ideal for people with disabilities. 
The Microtone Muscle Stimulator worth £24.95, is a 
pocket sized, wireless electronic toning system that 
stimulates muscles with electronic impulses. With five easy 
to use toning programmes, you can choose the degree to which muscles are exercised. 
Wheelchair Workout provides a complete cardiovascular and resistance workout. It uses 
hardwearing, flexible bands which can be adjusted for graduated resistance to improve muscle 
strength, endurance and speed. Worth £34.99, Wheelchair Workout comes with an instruction 
video, turning your wheelchair into an easy to use multigym. 
For your chance to win one of these great pieces of equipment, tick either Microtone or 
Wheelchair Workout in the entry form and return it to our freepost address. For more information 
about Unique Sport’s products call 01434 220497 or visit www.uniquesport.com 


T one up this summer with the help of Unique Sport 


LAST MINUTE OFFER... ALREADY A MAJOR NAME IN PROVIDING RELIABLE AND UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION, SMOOTH RIDE GUIDES HAVE PUBLISHED A NEW DIRECTORY FOR FRANCE. 


WITH INFORMATION ON ACCESSIBLE ACCOMMODATION, TRANSPORT AND LEISURE FACILITIES. 
FOR YOUR COPY TICK SMOOTH RIDE GUIDE, ABOVE. WWW.SMOOTHRIDEGUIDES.COM 


Up for grabs 43 


LAST MONTH’S WINNER 


The winner of Enable Holiday’s £1,000 voucher competition in 
the June issue of DN was P R Taylor from North Yorkshire. 
Enable Holidays specialises in overseas package holidays for 
disabled people, their families and friends. With over 60 
properties in 12 resorts, from the Mediterranean to Florida, each 
site has a unique grading system to help decide which property is 
most suitable. For more information about Enable Holidays, call 
0871 222 4939 or visit www.enableholidays.com 


to e nte r Tick the competition circle below, 
add your details, and send FOR 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or 


you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 


juliana.uduezue@scope.org.uk 
Blackpool) Microtone() Wheelchair Workout C) 


Audiobook 1Q 20 30 40 50 


Smooth Ride Guide C) 


® 


¢ closing date for entrants: 20.08.04 ¢ Entrants 


terms & 
conditions 
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experiences of deaf children in mainstream school, how 
schools manage children with behavioural problems, 
SENDA a year on — how universities are meeting their 
new duties. Plus a parents’ guide to the education maze. 


@ OUT AND ABOUT 


Helen Smith tries a high adrenaline sport, pararallying, 


while Anne Davies takes things more quietly at the 
National Trust’s Igtham Mote. 


@ THE ROAD TO ATHENS 


4-page Paralympic preview with Tanni’s tips for the top 
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| pas Secs Lewis Reed as a specialist manufacturer of Wheelchair 
oh uae” % BPEREERREeEHEEGE EE Ew@wrE ez Accessible Vehicles, can offer some of the most attractive 
deals around for safe, stylish and affordable accessible 
@ Quality of design > AP E> transport. We also offer finance (details supplied on request) 


Flexi-seat | We 
@ Occupant safety seating system é and part exchange facilities. 


For more information call 0845 345 0127 or visit 
www.lewisreedgroup.co.uk 
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